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As I write this, Father Michael has vanished from the parish in the
general direction of the Three Choirs Festival, a well-earned break and
his annual injection of culture. Hopefully, this break will serve as a
precursor to his retirement from parish ministry and, perhaps, give him
some “training” in leisure time!
This month brings a number of changes in the usual life of the parish as,
for example, we see a growing number of unfamiliar faces in the pews
as our annual intake of visitors arrives. This is a great opportunity for us
regulars to be welcomers to these fellow Catholics, chatting to them after
Mass and finding out what they think of the way we “do church”.
Similarly, those of us who have the opportunity to take a break elsewhere
can take a look at someone else’s church and liturgical style to see if
anything there could benefit our parish.
Next month, we face the greatest challenge any parish encounters as we
welcome Father David to ministry among us. We need to be responsive
to his circumstances, and he will have to take a long hard look at us as
he responds to ours. I am confident that we will give Father David a great
West Somerset welcome and every encouragement.
Whatever you are doing over the coming month, keep praying, having
that intimate chat with God, and ask him to help us all in our individual
need. May God bless you all and give you the summer refreshment we
all look forward to each long Winter.
Deacon Vincent.out our hand over in September. We had a very useful
Thursday covering much ground but in the early hours of Friday morning
e asked why, when I am not in the Parishes, we do not have the service
of Morning Prayer and distribution of Holy Communion. Questions
about these services were raised recently in one of the Bishop’s
consultative bodies. There was a discussion and it was noted that the
Church (both in Rome and in the discussions of the Bishop’s Conference
of England and Wales) were not content with ‘Eucharistic Services’ as
part of the ordinary provision in the local churches. The following are
the directions we have now received from the Bishop.everal people have
asked why, when I am not in the Parishes, we do not have the service of
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CAFOD News
Celebrating the life of Saint Oscar
Romero
Who was Oscar Romero?
•
Beatified on 23 May, 2015
•
Centenary of his birth marked on 15 August, 2017
•
On 7 March, 2018 Pope Francis approved a miracle attributed to
him, clearing the way for Romero to be canonised
•
Officially recognised as a saint in a ceremony on 14 October, 2018
Oscar Romero was the Archbishop of San Salvador from 1977 until he was
assassinated in 1980. He was initially regarded as a conservative choice as
archbishop, but he became increasingly outspoken about human rights
violations in El Salvador – particularly after the murder of his close friend,
Father Rutilio Grande in March, 1977.
During his three years as archbishop, Romero repeatedly denounced
violence and spoke out on behalf of the victims of the civil war. In a time
of heavy press censorship, his weekly radio broadcasts were often the
only way people could find out the truth about the atrocities that were
happening in their country. He defended the right of the poor to demand
political change, a stance which made him a troublesome adversary for
the country's rulers.
A month before he was assassinated, Romero wrote to President Jimmy
Carter urging the US to stop backing the Salvadoran government and
supplying it with arms and military advisers. And on the day before his
assassination, he urged soldiers and police not to follow orders to kill
civilians, and to stop the repression:
"The peasants you kill are your own brothers and sisters," he preached.
"When you hear a man telling you to kill, remember God's words, 'Thou
shalt not kill’. In the name of God, and in the name of this suffering people,
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whose laments rise to heaven each day more tumultuous, I beg you, I
beseech you, I order you in the name of God: stop the repression!”
Archbishop Romero was shot dead on 24 March 1980, aged 62, while
celebrating Mass. In the ensuing decade, some 70,000 Salvadorans were
killed in the civil war.
Why is he an important figure to commemorate?
Romero is an inspirational figure to hundreds of millions of Catholics
around the world. He didn’t simply talk about the need to love your
neighbour, but courageously named the injustices that plagued his
country. He reminded us that Christ is found in people living in poverty,
and that we cannot ignore the suffering of our brothers and sisters in
need.
Why has Romero been made a saint?
In February, 2015, Pope Francis announced that Romero died as a martyr.
The Pope’s proclamation followed a vote by theologians at the Vatican’s
Congregation for the Causes of Saints in January that Romero was killed
in “hatred of the faith”.
Oscar Romero was then beatified in El Salvador on 23 May, 2015,
becoming Blessed Oscar Romero. In a papal letter, Pope Francis described
Romero as one who "constructed peace with the force of love".
On 7 March, 2018, the Vatican announced that Pope Francis had approved
a miracle attributed to Romero’s intercession, meaning he could be
canonised (the final stage in being recognised officially as a saint). His
canonisation took place in Rome on 14 October, 2018.
What is Romero’s link to CAFOD?
In the 1970s, CAFOD supported Romero’s famous radio broadcasts, and
when Romero’s radio station was blown up, CAFOD provided funding to
rebuild it. CAFOD also helped to fund the support given by the Church to
thousands of people who had fled their homes because of the violence.
After Romero was martyred, CAFOD staff successfully petitioned Lambeth
Council to rename the Brixton street where their office was located
‘Romero Close’. And when CAFOD moved to a new office in 2009, it was
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named ‘Romero House’.
CAFOD staff, partners and supporters have been at the forefront of the
campaign to have Romero canonised, and continue to be inspired by his
work. Around the world, CAFOD works with Church leaders and other
partners who speak out against the injustices in their countries.
What is the situation in El Salvador today?
From 1980 to 1992, El Salvador suffered a violent civil war, in which about
70,000 people were killed. Inequality between the rich and the poor was
one of the root causes of the war. Most Salvadorans lived in extreme
poverty while a small number of families controlled much of the wealth
and political power.
Today, El Salvador is a more democratic country, and they are consciously
trying to implement policies that Romero would approve of: fiscal reform,
free school uniforms and books for children, funding for cooperatives,
more social programmes; however, there remain serious problems
related to gang violence and organised crime along with the ongoing
threat of earthquakes, devastating floods and hurricanes.
CAFOD continues to work in El Salvador, helping farmers to improve their
crops, assisting communities in reducing the risk of disasters, building
peace in violence-stricken communities, defending human rights and
trying to create a more just society.
www.cafod.org.co.uk
Nora Maw

100+ Club July 2022 Winners
1st prize : Ann Fulkegreville

2nd prize : Mary Reeve

3rd prize : Daphne Barr
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West Somerset Food Cupboard July 2022
Dear friends and supporters of the West Somerset Food Cupboard,
Well, it’s been another busy month here and we thank you for your
continued support with all our activities.
The Local Pantry continues every Tuesday and the membership list is
currently at capacity with a waiting list building up. We’ve been
delighted with the variety of surplus food that we have been able to
offer members each week and impressed with the photos of recipes and
meals created with the ingredients. It’s been encouraging to hear
children telling us that they’ve been trying fruit and vegetables that they
have never tried before and adult members sharing ideas and building
relationships whilst helping to reduce unnecessary waste. As always, we
are bowled over by the generosity of supporters who find creative ways
to provide additional support.
Throughout June 100 emergency food parcels were distributed, just one
more than the previous month, making a total of 563 in the first six
months of 2022. A few were delivered direct to individuals in immediate
crisis. Other were distributed by the West Somerset Advice Bureau, the
West Somerset College, Home-Start West Somerset, Navigate, Magna,
Village Agents, the Salvation Army, the Job Centre, CAP and the Hope
Centre, as part of the packages of specialist support that they all provide.
The Environmental Health Team at Somerset West and Taunton Council
recently carried out a thorough inspection of all the work of the West
Somerset Food Cupboard, including the emergency food parcel provision
and the Local Pantry. We were delighted to be awarded the full 5-star
Food Standards Agency Food Hygiene rating.
We always have so many people to thank – not least the volunteers who
follow all the food hygiene requirements and show up reliably for every
shift with a smile on their faces . Special thanks to Olena, our Ukrainian
volunteer who, as well as sorting and packing food with us, has kindly
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translated our publicity material into Ukrainian to make the services that
we provide accessible to more people.
Thank you also to Maya from the Kite team who provided these fabulous
craft packs for our youngest Local Pantry members. They were a very
much appreciated extra!
And of course, we want to thank all who reliably donate food items
whether through the collection points in local shops, churches and
community venues, or by delivering them personally to the ‘Donation
Station’ at the side of the church. Here’s the list of items that we are
currently running low on. If you can help, we’d be very grateful.
Thank you all for the part that you play.
From Ali, Mike and the West Somerset Food Cupboard team
Email: foodcupboardws@outlook.com
Tel: 07795 080637
Website: www.wsfoodcupboard.org.uk

MORE THOUGHTS FROM MY DESK ON NORTH HILL
MINEHEAD
As we enjoy this real summer weather, the sun beats down and the
land is warm. But as I look down on the sea and watch the Polar
Bears swimming in water that is just in double figures, I think no, let
it get into the 30 celsius bracket and I will be interested. I have been
spoilt in Bahamian waters. It is what we are used to, that makes for
a contented life, we are creatures of habit and do not always like
change.
Take the changes in the Roman Catholic liturgy over the last sixty
years. Everything was as I knew it from a small child as a cradle
catholic, until Vatican 2 appeared. Then everything was changing.
The main difference was that Latin prayers went into the vernacular.
The priest faced the congregation and the responses came from the
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congregation and not just the servers. We all came part of the
Eucharist service, we were participating in the mass. It was not just
the priest saying words in an alien language. Now it seems par for
the course, but in the early 1960s, it was not easy for the older
generation to take all this in. Some left the church, saying it was too
much like the protestants religion. I know it took me a few months
to really feel that it was good, and more meaningful. The fact that it
was in the vernacular worried me for mass in countries where
English was not the language of the people. As a server at mass
how was I going to cope?
On holiday, in strange lands that had a Roman Catholic church, but
did not speak English. I always offered myself to serve if the priest
was without a server. And cope I did. It is a real honour to serve at
mass and hope our new communicants will consider putting
themselves forward to be servers at mass. I would be happy to guide
them. If they so wished. I am sure that they would get a good feeling
from it. Be they a boy or girl.
So we all cook in the sun, finding a cool place to consider what life
will be like with a new parish priest to look after our religious needs.
Michael Hankin

West Somerset Pets: Letter from Ginger
Dear Evie, Brie and Everyone,
I have had the most shocking outrage perpetrated on me
in the past month, but it’s over now and I am just about
calm enough to tell you all about it.
Well: My humans introduced a dog into the house! A great big black
Labrador, miles bigger than me. Now I’m very fond of my dog friends,
but normally they just visit briefly and then go away again. Not this one
though – she stayed for ages [2 weeks, while her own people were on
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holiday - Ed.] and I thought she’d never go. She came in here, into my
domain, and took my food, sat on my chairs, chewed my toys and
generally seemed to think she owned the place. I kept telling her in no
uncertain terms, what I thought of her impudence but she just blustered
on. She was very enthusiastic and noisy about everything, not serene and
dignified like me; and the worst thing was, she was obedient to my
humans, and did everything they asked of her! This I call really letting the
animals’ side down. It’s terribly bad for humans to get their own way all
the time. She undid all the training I have painstakingly done in teaching
my humans to do as I tell them. She was absolutely craven – ‘Sit!’ they’d
say, or ‘Fetch!’ and so on – and she’d do it! The humans were delighted
with all this and kept telling her what a good girl she was. It fairly
sickened me, I can tell you. You wouldn’t catch me ‘sitting’, or ‘fetching’
at their command; dear me no. Although this dog was perfectly gentle
towards me, I could not bring myself to make real friends with her, and
my humans were sorry about that. I spent lots of my time hiding under
one of the beds, where she couldn’t get at me. Towards the end of her
stay with us we were beginning to get on a little better, but then her own
humans came and took her away back to their home. Now that she’s
gone, my humans miss her but I must admit I am quite glad to have the
house to myself again.
I hope you are enjoying the hot weather – it suits me beautifully because I
just loll around doing nothing all day, but I do feel for you dogs Brie and
Evie, running about as you do and being energetic, you must wish it
would get a bit cooler. Evie, I was interested to learn about your time in
London, when the Queen had her
Jubilee. I like the sound of your
special royal coat with the Union
Jack on it. I agree, I bet the
Queen would like to have you –
and me, and Brie – to live at her
Castle with her. Our own humans
are thus even more fortunate than
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the Queen herself, in having us live with them in their own houses!
All the best,
Ginge

ST STANISLAUS & SACRED HEART PARISHES
Please remember the following in your prayers,
they are the sick and housebound of the two
parishes and those we are asked to pray for:
Roisin Lee, Susan Gray, Sue Young, Maggie Smith,
Theresa O'Neill, Paula Bennett, Carol Taylor, Pete
Bird, Jean Gabb, Graham Austin, Gabriel.
Please remember all expectant mothers, armed forces personnel
injured on duty, and members of the parishes who are housebound and/or ill and their families and carers.
Please also pray for the clergy of the Diocese especially those
who may be sick. Remember Fr. Michael Derrick D'Mello.

At Dulverton Town Hall
Friday August 12th
Director: Terence Davies

BENEDICTION (Cert 12A)
137 mins

Benediction explores the turbulent life of First World War poet,
Siegfried Sassoon, through the eyes of the revered filmmaker
Terence Davies. Sassoon was a complex man who survived the
horrors of fighting in the First World War and was decorated for his
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bravery but who became a vocal critic of the government's
continuation of the war when he returned from service. His poetry
was inspired by his experiences on the Western Front and he
became one of the leading war poets of the era. Adored by
members of the aristocracy as well as stars of London's literary
and stage world, his story is one of a troubled man in a fractured
world searching for peace and self-acceptance, something which
speaks as meaningfully to the modern world as it did then.
Friday August 26th
Director: Eva Husson

MOTHERING SUNDAY (Cert 15)
104 mins

The story takes place on Mother's Day in 1924. Mr. and Mrs.
Nivan (Colin Firth and Olivia Colman) give their housekeeper, Jane
Fairchild (Odessa Young), the day off, as the couple are set to go
to their neighbour's house to celebrate his engagement. The truth
is Jane and the neighbour, Paul, have been having an affair for
many years. But events that neither can foresee will change the
course of Jane's life forever.
Tickets - Dulverton Films members £3, non-members £4.50, students,
accompanied by an adult, £2.50. Book in advance at Dulverton Post
Office (Tel: 01398 323474) or email janaross2003@yahoo.co.uk. Bar
open from 7pm.

News from the Exmoor Pony Centre,
Ashwick, Dulverton TA22 9QE
Summer is one of our favourite seasons here at the Exmoor Pony Centre
and Moorland Mousie Trust. It is lovely to see the foals out on the moors
with the free-living herds, thinking that some of them may end up coming
into the care of our charity.
The Exmoor Pony Centre has been busy welcoming visitors and riders
alike throughout the spring and summer. We have lots of fun filled
10

West Somerset Catholic Parishes

August 2022

activities over the coming months, please join in and pop along.
The Exmoor Pony Festival is running events throughout August visit their
website at www.exmoorponyfestival.com or call our office for a hard
copy of the schedule 01398 323093.
Throughout August, the Exmoor Pony Centre is holding the popular
ACTIVITY AFTERNOONS 12-3pm; enjoy pony rides, grooming, crafts
and refreshments. You can just turn up and take part, a great afternoon to
occupy the little ones during school holidays.
The Moorland Mousie Trust is responsible for over 300 Exmoor ponies
undertaking environmental grazing throughout the country. In late June
Linzi, our manager, visited a couple of nature recovery sites in Norfolk
and Suffolk. Here is a picture of some MMT ponies grazing alongside
buffalo! The ponies look great and live very happily with all the other
animals on this 'wilding' site including pigs, deer and cows.
We have welcomed a couple of new staff members into the team here and
they are already getting along really well with the varied workload and
riding tasks. Of course, with characters such as pony pals Pascoe, Tom
and Fleeter here to welcome them, we are sure they will learn the ropes
quickly. Georgia and Lily will be delighted to meet all our supporters and
visitors this summer as will the existing team Kirsty, Courtney, Sophie
and Linzi, and all of the ponies too!
Now that we have passed the halfway mark through 2022, we start to plan
our autumn/ winter activities which includes 2023 Calendar sales and
winter fundraising, Autumn pony gatherings and preparing the fields for
the arrival of the newly weaned foals in October/ November. Please keep
up to date with our work as it happens on Facebook and Instagram.
We hope that lots of people will come to discover the Exmoor ponies
over the next few, hopefully sunny and warm, months! The Exmoor Pony
Centre is open Mon, Wed, Thu, Fri, and Sun - 10am till 4pm.
Website: www.exmoorponycentre.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheExmoorPonyCentre
Email: info@exmoorponycentre.org.uk
Tel: 01398 323093
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FUN AND FRIENDLY PING PONG
Local charity, Age UK Somerset, are inviting you to join them for
Table Tennis in Watchet. It is a sociable and fun session for
anyone over 60- newcomers welcome as well as those wishing to
brush up on their skills. The sessions run on Mondays, 2-4pm, at
Watchet Community Centre, Doniford Road, £2.50 each.
Please contact Age UK Somerset's Ageing Well service on 01823
345626 or ageingwell@ageuksomerset.org.uk for more information
or to book your place.

Sunday 31st July – Lammas Day Evensong at Stoke Pero
chapel 4.00pm, Walk (optional) from Porlock Rectory 1.00pm,
BYO picnic (optional) at Stoke Pero 3.00pm.
Sunday 28th August, Ecumenical Celebrate Service, 10.30 for
10.45 Porlock Methodist Church.
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NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT
The choir will take a rest/holiday during August and begin again on
September 11th when we shall be saying goodbye to Father Michael and
hello to Father David the following week.
The choir are certainly blending together well and with the addition of a
tenor voice of James giving some solidarity. Perhaps there is another
tenor out there to keep James company?
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Father Michael for his
support and interest in the activities of the choir during his time in
Minehead. Raising funds for the restoration of the organ was a mammoth
task but he was available at all times to discuss feasibility and necessary
arrangements for the fund raising events. I hope he continues to enjoy
classical music and concerts during his retirement.
The choir will meet for Morning Mass on Wednesday August 31st at
10am followed by coffee and cake at Steepholme to discuss our future
with Father David.
CHOIR
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday

PRACTICE DATES:
Sept 6th for Sunday Sept 11th
Oct 4th for Sunday Oct
9th
Nov 4th for Sunday Nov 13th
Dec 6th for Sunday Dec 11th
Dec 20th for Christmas music.

Ann Hankin
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BOOK REVIEWS
Theology for Beginners
By F J Sheed
Wonderfully interesting and helps to explore my faith. Contents include
Spirit, The Infinite Spirit, The Doctrine of the Trinity through to The Next
Life and The End of the World. Needs to be read again and again!
My favourite thoughtful book that I am reading at the moment is:
Not in God’s Name
by Jonathan Sacks.
As a church we are praying for Peace throughout the world.
This book is mindblowing.
A Rabbi for over 20 years, Jonathan Sacks uses the Old Testament
throughout, and the New Testament too. The first line is “When religion
turns men into murderers, God weeps.” He writes about systematic
persecution that occurs in many parts of the world. Muslims too face
persecution; indeed the majority of violence due to Isis or Islamist
doctrine is perpetrated against other Muslims. Jews have been
persecuted too within our life time. Historians and philosophers,
churchmen too, are quoted and explored in their thoughts.
Contents – Violence and Identity, Sibling Rivalry, Hard Texts, The Will to
Power or the Will to Life.
Every word is thought-provoking.
J.G.
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Please help us by supporting our advertisers and tell them where you
saw their advertisement. These are all local businesses, employing
local people.

A NEW VIEW
Trusted House Cleaning and Maintenance
Caroline 07459105525
Florin 07404545726
E-mail: homenewview@gmail.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Catherine France BSc.
07789935027
Effective treatment for pain, Minehead Chiropractic. Blenheim Rd.
Entrance to the old Hospital in Minehead. TA24 5AY
W: francechiropractic.co.uk

DOG GROOMER Castle Canine Dog Groomer
Friendly, reliable, personal service for your best friend. Located in
Loxhole Mill, Dunster, (on the A39) TA24 6NY. Ample free parking.
Tel: 07432638843. Email: castlecaninesdunster@gmail.com

FUNERAL
HEDLEY PRICE : Independent Family Funeral Directors
DIRECTORS Chapel of Rest. 24 hour personal service 01643 703111

Anyone wishing to place an advertisement in this magazine
please contact Mel Carroll tel: 01643 708522
email: wscpmagazine@gmail.com
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