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As I write this I realise we have really now entered into winter. In 3 

weeks the nights will begin to shorten and we shall look forward to the 

spring and summer. In three weeks’ time our prayer ‘Come Lord Jesus’ 

will be nearing the anniversary celebration of the birth of Christ, the first 

coming. The children will no doubt be looking forward to the visit of 

Father Christmas or at least the delivery of presents in the form of toys, 

sweets, books etc. I hope we shall all have time and space to reflect on 

that first coming, the poverty, homelessness, fear, joy, the arrival of a 

child, no ordinary child, who will redeem us because we are loved and 

cared for. Can we remember all those who are not cared for at this time, 

especially the refugees, the homeless and the lonely? There will be 

opportunities to show our CARE over the coming season. 

We must also look forward to that second coming, not with fear but with 

awe as we follow our Saviours journey as he accompanies us as we 

search for the Kingdom of God. 
 

Last Sunday we made our farewells to Deacon David and Chris. We were 

able at Mass and at tea and coffee afterwards to say our personal thank 

you. In seven and a half years they have both contributed much to our 

parish community and we are very grateful for their generous gift of time 

and skills to our West Somerset lives. In the New Year we shall also be 

saying good bye to Jim & Sally Lennon as they move closer to their 

grandson on the south coast. Our thanks for all they have contributed to 

the working of our community. 
 

As we adjust to living with this pandemic and virus, we are grateful that 

the Bishops Conference have deferred their decision to return to the 

Sunday obligation. We as communities need time to arrive with a 

certainty on how we live with and manage this virus. There will not be a 

normal as we knew it, but we still have lives to live and part of that will 

be our relationship with Our Lord. The practice of Sabbath Worship goes 

back to our Jewish Forebears and we see in Scripture how our Lord 

attended Synagogue and taught on the Sabbath. So from the earliest days 

of the Church, the community of believers met to celebrate the  

 

. 

N] Welcomers to Sunday Mass; D at least 6 please and MH at least 12 

please. 

O] Church cleaners, D at least 10 so that nobody has to do it more than 

once per month and MH at least 18. This allow for teams to go through 

the Church and share the load. 

(continued overleaf) 
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Resurrection and redemption on a Sunday. This is well explained in the 

Acts of the Apostles. We are God’s adopted Children by our Baptism so 

it is normal for us to gather at the Table of the Lord as we would gather 

as a family with our parents for Sunday lunch or a meal. Our Meal in the 

Mass is special because we receive our Blessed Lord in the Eucharist. 

So although the obligation is suspended, we need to think about our 

commitment to the Lord and why we go to Mass. As Children of God 

we should want to find and give time to be with our Redeemer as we 

gave time to be with our parents when they were alive. Much for us to 

reflect and pray on. A copy of the Bishops Conference letter is printed 

in the magazine. 

 

CHRISTMAS 

Christmas Day falls on a Saturday in 2021, so I am planning the 

following Masses: 

Minehead - Friday 24th December - Morning Mass will be at 

        10am; 

Minehead - Vigil of Christmas Mass - Mass will be at 6pm; 

Minehead - Christmas Midnight Mass - Mass will be at 8.30pm 

Dulverton - Christmas Midnight Mass - Mass will be at 8.30pm 

Dulverton - Saturday 25th December - Mass at Dawn - 9.30am; 

Minehead - Mass of the Day  - Mass will be said at  

        11.15am 
 

There will be no Vigil Mass for Sunday. 
 

Dulverton - Sunday 26th December (Feast of the Holy Family) - Mass 

        at 9.30am. 

Minehead - Sunday 26 December (Feast of the Holy Family) - Mass at 

        11.15am. 

 

There will be a Penitential Service (Mass with opportunity for 

individual Confession) on Saturday 18th December 2021 at 10.30am at 

the Sacred Heart. 

 
 

With Deacon Vincent may I wish you all a safe, peaceful and happy 

Christmas with a happy 2022 when we pray that the pandemic will 

subside and allow us to return to a more usual and ordinary way of life. 

 

God Bless you all. 

 (continued overleaf) 
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Honouring Sunday   

  
As the Synodal Pathway of listening and discerning unfolds, we the 

bishops of England and Wales, are paying particular attention to the hopes 

and fears, the joys and anxieties of all who are sharing their thoughts and 

feelings with us.  

  

Longing for our Lord 

We are attentive to the experience of the last year or so, when we have 

lived our faith through the limitations of the pandemic.  We have heard of 

the longing which some express as a “homesickness.”  We want to be in 

the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  We yearn to celebrate the 

sacraments together, especially the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  We desire 

to be nourished by our Lord in Holy Communion.  The live streaming of 

the Mass and the remarkable response of our Catholic communities to those 

in need, have provided comfort, sustenance and resilience.    

  

The Synod discussions have started, please support with your prayers 

and attendance at the various gatherings. This provides a wonderful 

opportunity to help with our preparation for Christmas and to open 

ourselves to the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we contemplate our 

mission to be holy and to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 

With Deacon Vincent may I wish you all a safe, peaceful and happy 

Christmas with a happy 2022 when we pray that the pandemic will 

subside and allow us to return to a more usual and ordinary way of life. 

 

God Bless you all. 

 

Michael J Thomas (Parish Priest)  Feast of St. Andrew, Apostle. 
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The Eucharist, source and summit  

The Eucharist is the source and summit of our spiritual and pastoral life.  

Many people have said to us that they have appreciated the noble simplicity 

of the Mass at this time, which has allowed the mystery and majesty of our 

Lord’s sacrificial love to shine through.  

  

The central appeal of the Mass, its beauty and its transcendence, raises our 

minds and hearts to God in an unambiguous and compelling manner.  Our 

Lord Jesus invites us to receive anew the gift of Sunday as the preeminent 

day, the day of the Resurrection, when the Church gathers to celebrate the 

Eucharist.  Here we stand together before our heavenly Father, offering our 

thanksgiving and prayer, through our Saviour in the Holy Spirit.  Here we 

receive Christ in his Word.  Here we are nourished by Christ in his precious 

Body and Blood.  This is our primary joy, for which there is no substitute, 

and from which we draw our strength.  

 

The Gift of the Sunday Eucharist  

The Sunday Eucharist is a gift; as God’s holy people we are called to praise 

and thank God in the most sublime way possible.  When the Church speaks 

of the Sunday obligation, it reminds us that attending Mass is a personal 

response to the selfless offering of Christ’s love.  

  

At this time, we recognise that for some people there may be certain factors 

which hinder attendance at Sunday Mass.  The pandemic is clearly not 

over.  The risk of infection is still present.  For some, there is legitimate 

fear in gathering together.   As your bishops, we recognise that these 

prevailing circumstances suggest that not everyone is yet in the position to 

fulfil the absolute duty to attend freely Sunday Mass.  

  

Responding to the Gift  

We now encourage all Catholics to look again at the patterns which they 

have formed in recent months with regard to going to Mass on Sundays.  

This would include consideration and reflection about what we might do 

on Sundays, such as sports or shopping, or other leisure and social 

activities.  This review, and the decisions which arise from it, fall to every 
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Catholic and we trust this will be done with honesty, motivated by a real 

love for the Lord whom we encounter in the Mass.  

  

The Sunday Mass is the very heartbeat of the Church and of our personal 

life of faith.  We gather on the “first day of the week,” and devote ourselves 

to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 

the prayers (Acts 2:42).  The Eucharist sustains us and spurs us on, 

renewing our gratitude and our hope.  When we say “Amen” to Christ in 

receiving his Body and Blood, we express the love of God which is deep 

within us, and at the end of Mass, when we are sent forth, we express our 

love for our neighbour, especially those in need. These two dimensions 

reveal the full meaning of our faith.  We are gathered together and sent out, 

we pray and are fed, we worship and we adore; these are intrinsic to our 

lives as those baptised into Christ.  

   

Approved at the Plenary Assembly of Bishops in Leeds Thursday 18th 

November 2021 

 
 

CAFOD World Gifts 
 

 
By the time you read this, we will have entered 
the season of Advent, and we will all be looking 

forward to Christmas and our celebration of Christ’s birth. To remind us 
not to get too carried away with all the commercialism that is surrounding 
us, CAFOD is promoting its range of World Gifts. 
 
COP26 may have ended, but our work to tackle the climate crisis has not. 
 
Give a World Gift this Christmas to help protect our common home and 
transform the lives of people living in poverty across the world. 
WE DON'T DO BLACK FRIDAY! 
 
Each one of our World Gifts helps to transform the lives of people living 
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in poverty - and poverty doesn't do price cuts. 
 
CAFOD World Gifts - ethical charity gifts 
World Gifts are CAFOD's charity gift range of unusual, ethical presents 
that will delight your friends and family. 
 
Perfect for any occasion, gifts start from as little as £4 for that special 
something. We’ve got something for everyone, with gifts for gardeners, 
animal lovers, teachers, entrepreneurs - the list goes on! 
 
Free delivery before 15 December 
Place your order online by midnight on 15 December to receive FREE 
DELIVERY on your gifts and they'll arrive in time for Christmas! 
 
Need it faster than that? Choose Express Delivery for £5 and receive your 
gifts within 1-2 working days. If that's still too long to wait, you can choose 
to print your card at home, or go ‘green’ and send an e-card instead! 
 
I gave some World Gifts last year for the first time, and found that they 
proved to be a talking point and made the recipients more aware of the 
work done by CAFOD. Although CAFOD isn’t the only charity selling such 
gifts, the more people who are aware of opportunities like this, the better. 
 
There are ‘World Gifts’ booklets at the back of the church, so please take 
one and see if anything takes your fancy. 
 
Thank you, as always, and wishing you a very happy Christmas! 
 
Nora Maw 
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HAVE  YOUR SAY ABOUT THE CHURCH 

  
The Pope has asked for our help in our journeying together as a Church. 

We are asked to consider this prayerfully and share our thoughts which will 

be gathered up and sent via our parish to our  Bishop and via him  to the 

Bishops' conference and then to Rome. 
 

Individuals can submit their thoughts by attending a group meeting, or /and 

by posting  these in the boxes provided.  The blank page  provided  in the 

magazine is for your convenience. (You do not have to give your name or 

contact details unless you wish to.) 
 

The question  we are offering to start us off is: 
 

What can we do to grow in our journey together to proclaim and live 

the Gospel?  
 

Meetings will take  place  with coffee available on:   

Wednesday - 1st December 2021 – at 11.00am 

Venue : Minehead R.C. Church Hall 
  
Sunday - 5th December 2021 -  after the 9.30 Mass 

Venue: Dulverton 
 

Thursday - 9th December 2021 -  at 11.15am 

Venue: Kildare Lodge, Townsend Road, Minehead (Few hundred      

yards  up from  RC Church) 

 

Saturday - 11th December 2021 - at 3.00pm 

Venue: Minehead R.C. Church Hall  

 

Sunday - 12 December 2021- (after 11.15 Mass) – 12.15pm 

Venue: Minehead R.C. Church Hall 

Boxes will be available for your responses  at the meetings and when the 

Church is open at  Minehead /Dulverton/ Watchet.  

 

Please respond by : 16th January 2022 
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West Somerset Food Cupboard Newsletter  

November 2021 
 

Dear friends and supporters of the West Somerset Food Cupboard 

 

Harvest just kept on coming this year! Thank you so much for all the 

generous donations of food and funds which, along with ongoing 

collections from Tesco, Morrisons, village shops in Wootton Courtenay, 

Porlock and Carhampton, and fresh fruit and veg gift cards from Alcombe 

Co-op, have really helped us to immediately help families and individuals 

facing food insecurity and related challenges.  

 

A big shout out here to our fantastic team of volunteers whose creative 

shelf-stacking and box-packing skills are unrivalled! 

 

As usual, attached to the email along with this newsletter is a printable 

version of the list of food items that we are currently short of and those 

that we have plenty of. If you or an organisation/church/school that you are 

connected to hosts a food donation box for us, please do use the notice to 

let people know how best they can help out. If you’d like a laminated copy, 

email Ali and she’ll be pleased to provide one. Also attached is our 

updated leaflet and a general poster, for information. 

 

We don’t currently need: 

• Cereal 

• Tea 

• Pasta 

• Soup 

• Tuna 

• Tins of hot meat meals 

We would welcome: 

• UHT milk (1 and 2 pint) 

• Juice/squash 

• Small jars instant coffee 

• Savoury biscuits 

• Tinned carrots and tinned peas 

• Christmas food items (see below…) 

 

Yes, Christmas is coming, ready or not!! We would really value your help 

so that we take a little pressure off households and individuals who are 

already concerned about how they will be able to provide for their loved 

ones through the festive season. If you are in a position to help, for the 
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month of November only (as we will be packing and distributing in early 

December), we would really appreciate donations of Christmas food items 

such as Christmas cakes, puddings, mince pies, yule logs, packets of 

savoury and sweet Christmas biscuits, nibbles, pickles, chocolates and 

sweets. Small items are as useful to us as family sized ones as we can 

always double up but splitting packs for individuals living alone is tricky. 

Thank you for helping us bring some festive cheer! 

 

91 food boxes have been distributed during October, making the total 

for this year so far 877. This month they were distributed via the West 

Somerset Advice Bureau, Village Agents, Home-Start, West Somerset 

College, Magna, Parent Family Support Advisors, Minehead Baptist 

Church, Julian House and 12 were delivered to private individuals who 

were also directed to relevant support services.  

 

With your help we continue to provide dignified support where it is needed 

most – giving a hand up as opposed to a hand-out. Working with partner 

agencies, the provision of food becomes a temporary support while 

challenges are overcome and resilience is built. A grandmother thanked us 

this week for helping her son and grandson get back on their feet after a 

series of unexpected difficulties had left them struggling to manage the 

household budget. A little kindness, a donated food item or two when you 

do your shopping, can bring about very real and positive change for another 

member of your community. Thank you for sharing.  

 

Ali Sanderson 

West Somerset Food Cupboard Temporary Co-ordinator 

Email: foodcupboardws@outlook.com Tel: 07795 080637 
 

 

 

THOUGHTS FROM A BLUE ANCHOR FLOOR 
For December 2021 

 
Gosh, where HAVE the past seven and a half years gone? Here we are 
again, with the Church's  liturgical year ending with the Feast of Christ the 
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King and the First Sunday of Advent upon us. 
The only thing, I guess, that's really different this year, is that I'm not typing 
these wandering thoughts at a Blue Anchor desk. No, that old faithful desk 
of 11 – 12 years is now “no longer”. In fact it has been dismantled and 
taken to the Minehead Recycling Centre (That's the posh name for “the 
tips” or “the dump”!). So,  these “thoughts” are being assembled virtually 
on the floor, and by the time that many of you will be reading this piece 
Chris and I will have moved to “The Far East”. 
 

As the Covid19  lockdown  period has slowly dissolved and some sort of   
BC (before Covid!) normality has slowly come back into our lives, yet we 
still look perhaps a little suspiciously at our neighbour just in case. We go 
to great lengths to avoid bumping into others on the pavements and in 
shops.  The trouble is, here in Minehead, it's quite risking stepping off the 
pavement so as not to bump into someone, just in case a silent “Zipp” 
scooter comes up behind, or even a silent all-electric car stealthily runs 
into you as you perform your chivalrous dance into the roadway. 
 

Certainly, nothing to do with Covid19, this year has seen a very sad 
number of Funerals in the Parish, and for me either assisting at Requiem 
Masses or conducting Funeral Services myself has brought home sharply 
an awareness of our own mortality. But, what an enormous privilege it 
always is to offer words of sympathy and indeed HOPE to the bereaved. 
 

The West Somerset Railway,  our “WIZZER”, has had an amazingly 
successful 2021 season, especially given that trains were not able to enter 
Minehead Station because of the Seaward Way Level Crossing being out 
of action. That being said, when I was on Ticket Inspector duty,  taking the 
role of conductor on the platform of a classic bus was so much fun. The 
one time that really made me chuckle was early on in the season when 
the driver of the old green and cream open topped bus said categorically 
that there were to be no dogs allowed on the top deck!    When I asked if 
was a safety matter, he said “No, but yesterday a dog “cocked its leg” up 
there at the front – the floor leaked, and it ran straight down the back of 
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my neck!” Ah, the risks of being a bus driver eh?   
Another little known fact that I learned was that in the pouring, torrential 
rain, the Ticket Inspectors don't leave the carriages at stations – they leave 
that job to the guard!  So, on several of my guards training trips, I got very, 
very wet as it appeared that the tutor watched from the dryness of the 
carriage window as platform duties were carried out and being observed.  
Watching the Railway's webcams on line this week has been pretty special 
as trials, without passengers, have been carried out for the Winterlights 
Trains running from Bishops Lydeard to Crowcombe Heathfield. The steam 
locomotive and its rake of carriages are illuminated top to tail with 
coloured rope lights and look superb in the darkness of early evening. 
 

Packing boxes, and dismantling the displays of both of our collections is 
very time consuming at the moment,  yet going through the boxes of 
photographs has been both time consuming and at the same time looking 
back at some long forgotten memories. 
 

Our  seven and a bit years spent here in Minehead and Blue Anchor will 
certainly charge our memory batteries with many special images burnt 
into our minds. Thank you all , for the thoughts and words as we have 
prepared over only these past few weeks for our move to the Parish of St. 
Henry Morse in Diss.  Serving you all, and the communities of Minehead, 
Watchet and Dulverton has been a real privilege and pleasure, but I have 
to say that the support from Chris and all of you has made it possible. 
Fr Michael often says to holiday makers that “if this is your first time in 
Minehead, then it won't be your last“,  so, dear readers, “HASTA LA VISTA” 
as Arnie says. ”We'll be back.” 
 

Thanks for all your words . 
 
God Bless 
 
Deacon David and Chris Croucher 
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News from the Exmoor Pony Centre, 
Ashwick, Dulverton TA22 9QE 

 
The Exmoor ponies are sending their festive wishes to all and hope that 

the winter months are treating everyone well. 

  

For some of our ponies the winter months are filled with relaxing chill 

out time in small groups on their winter holidays, for these ponies the 

break is well earned having spent the summer months working at the 

Exmoor Pony Centre.  For many of our ponies however the winter is an 

intense time with emotions running high as the moorbred youngstock are 

handled and trained having arrived from their herds during October and 

November.  Protecting these young ponies from an uncertain future is a 

vital part of our work and each year it is a privilege to take in these 

delightful ponies.  Some days are filled with angst. Staff, volunteers and 

course participants put the foals through their paces, at a steady and 

patient pace of course! Each pony is an individual and the training can 

take longer or shorter amounts of time depending on the personality of 

each pony.  This year we are naming our foals after 'crisps'.  It is always 

important to have a theme for our pony names that is upbeat and positive, 

the year we named them after fizzy drinks seems close in our minds 

whilst we are thinking up crisp brands! Here is a picture of Frazzle with 

Ella one of our staff.  Both pony and person are enjoying lots of contact 

time to build up trust and skills 

 

Whilst dedicatedly spending the winter months in the freezing cold, 

mucking out, caring for our ponies there is another side to our work and 

in these 'quieter' times we are busily arranging fundraising events and 

ways to financially support our work.  Please visit our Facebook page 

fb:exmoorponycentrefanpage to see our Winter Online Auction or visit 

our website shop to purchase gifts, cards and calendars 

wwww.moorlandmousietrust.org.uk 

  

Promotion is a huge part of our work and over the last few years 

restrictions have halted much of our outreach work, heading to care 
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homes, undertaking talks to groups, and interacting with media 

companies who can spread the positive word about Exmoor ponies far 

afield.  In October, we were thrilled to be asked to be featured in ITV's 

Love Your Weekend with Alan Titchmarsh.  The program was aired on 

Sunday 7th November and featured our Exmoor ponies and Manager 

Linzi.  The ponies behaved impeccably and after a full day of driving and 

filming, and more driving the ponies and Linzi returned back to Exmoor 

having done the breed proud.  

  

There are lots of ways to support our work and in the run up to the festive 

period there are many ways which the charity could benefit without any 

cost to you! 

 

Do you use AMAZON.COM? Well, if you use AMAZONSMILE (which 

is the same as Amazon) and set your charity to the Moorland Mousie 

Trust Charity No.1116710 the ponies will benefit from your purchases. 

Each year supporters buying through AmazonSmile raise over £150 for 

the charity.  

  

Please get in touch to book onto our foal handling course, order cards, 

gifts and calendars or simply to find out more about our work. 

 
 

Website: www.exmoorponycentre.org.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheExmoorPonyCentre 

Email: info@exmoorponycentre.org.uk 

Tel: 01398 323093 

 

Always be prepared! 
 
It had been a very windy and stormy day and the electricity was 
threatening to fail! A voice from the hallway announced that “The 
battery is low”. I could only assume that it was coming from my 
emergency telephone. It  took me a while to sort it out - in the 
meantime thinking that there was going to be a power cut I gathered 

http://www.exmoorponycentre.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/TheExmoorPonyCentre
mailto:info@exmoorponycentre.org.uk?subject=From%20the%20website
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together some candles which I always keep in the house for emergency 
plus one that is red and tall that I normally use at Christmas - and a big 
lamp! 
 
Thankfully, the power cut never happened.. However, it did bring to 
mind that in the 1950s when my paternal Grandmother was quite 
elderly and I used to visit her - the ordeal of getting power into her 
home! 
 
Apparently, when my paternal Grandfather was alive he would not allow 
workmen into the house to connect up the ELECTRICITY supply.  
Consequently, my dear Grandmother endured GAS only LIGHTING 
I can well remember her now, putting coins in a meter and pulling 
something down to light the gas mantel which in turn created light, but  
was not so bright. To have a bath, which adjoined her kitchen down-
stairs - she would need to light up a gas boiler to heat water which 
enabled her to have a bath which she would have laboriously filled. The 
source of heat to her house was an open fire- and I recall my father used 
to order a delivery of coal to help her financially. 
 
Likewise, when I was a child in the 1940s the source of heat in our home 
was a black range with an oven at one side- my mother would diligently 
clean it with Zebo! Anything cooked in the oven tasted delicious - this 
could only take place in winter. Our bathroom was downstairs and was 
freezing to say the least. 
 
Only if someone was poorly in bed- would a fire be lit in a grate in a 
bedroom. Winters were cold then and it always snowed. Which always 
seemed so magical and it put a blanket of silence to the atmosphere. 
One simply wore more clothes indoors – we wore what was called 
liberty bodices to insulate our bodies.  Bath time was in a tin bath in 
front of the fire when my sister and I were little. 
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Summer was hot mostly, so there has been climate change and so have 
many things been updated! 
 
 

A SEASON OF GOODWILL 
 
I recall when my children were quite young in the 1960s. It was one 
Christmas and snow was thick on the ground. 
Lunch was cooking in the electric oven- a turkey-when suddenly the 
power went. This caused a little anxiety because  not only was the meal 
not quite cooked, but Grandparents were expected to join us . Due to 
the snow, they were walking to our house and in those days there were 
no mobile phones, to explain that lunch would be delayed! 
Suddenly, I remembered that our next door neighbour cooked with gas . 
I went across and explained our dilemma to which she replied “Bring 
your meal across and it can finish cooking in our oven” because ours is 
ready!  What a relief, so the meal was dispatched  somehow next door 
to finish cooking! Meanwhile, Grandparents had arrived much to the 
excitement of the children .  
 
Eventually, our lunch was cooked and brought across from our kind 
neighbour’s house. 
We all sat down and thanked the Lord  for our food and especially 
remembering the kindness of our good neighbours next door. As well as 
celebrating Christmas. 
 
A happy and blessed Christmas to everyone. 
 
Sheila Mills 
Blue Anchor. 
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West Somerset Pets: Letter from Ginge 
 

Dear Finn and Everyone, 

 

It sounds as though you lead a most exhausting life Finn 

with all that upheaval in your house, and going to 

Cornwall and visiting so many people. I can’t think how the humans 

expect you to retain your energy levels if they don’t give you any chips! 

Poor you! Not that I like chips, myself. I prefer the fish element of Fish 

and Chips. My humans get baked fish sometimes, from the Fish and Chip 

Shop down the road. The woman always goes on about how it’s the nicest 

fish she’s ever had – why she thinks I want to know that I can’t imagine, 

since I never get any of it… BUT… the other day she did give me a 

morsel of it, and I have to agree, it is particularly fine! And the man gave 

me a delicious prawn also, a few days before that. It irks me, that the 

humans are constantly gourmandising on these splendid delicacies, whilst 

I, their Feline Overlord, am just given ghastly scrag end of kangaroo meat 

etc., courtesy of the Cat Food Companies. 

On other matters, I have had mixed fortunes since I last wrote to you.  

 

i) Good Fortune : A marvellous parcel came through our letter box 

addressed ‘To His Purriness’ by Special Delivery, and it contained a 

lovely card from my dear friend who looks after me when my humans 

desert me (or ‘go on holiday’ as they call it), and a packet of really superb 

treats for me – a new kind with mixed flavours. Wasn’t that kind of her? 

 

ii) Not Good Fortune : a few nights ago the woman was in the kitchen, 

multi-tasking as usual, and she saw ‘me’ outside the kitchen door waiting 

to be let in. Distractedly and carelessly, not concentrating on the 

important things i.e. me, she opened the door, and in ‘I’ came. Except it 

wasn’t me at all – it was another ginger cat, new to the neighbourhood 

and exploring the district! It walked in, as bold as brass, and had a good 

look round the whole house as if it owned the place. I was upstairs at the 

time taking a well-earned rest. The man saw this other cat after a while, 

and said to the woman ‘Ginger looks different this evening!’ and after 

consultation they realised what was going on! The invading cat simply 
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continued its tour of the house, with them now following it about, and I 

awoke to the situation. I met the cat and explained to it in no uncertain 

terms that this was MY house and I was the head of the household and we 

needed no other cats here. Eventually it went back out through the 

kitchen door, but it stayed around, looking through the window at me so I 

explained again that it should leave – leave now; but the impertinent 

young rogue hung around for as long as it pleased. It left after a while and 

we haven’t seen it again – yet… My people have teased me mercilessly 

ever since, saying what a charming and delightful cat it was and every 

time I want to be let in to the house they ask me to prove that I am 

‘Proper Ginger’ and not ‘Other Ginger’ as they have named the other cat.  

 

iii) Good News : The woman’s brother and his family have got a new 

kitten whose name is ‘Naughty’, at least I thought that was what they said 

although they pronounced it in a silly affected way, saying ‘Nott-ay’. 

Anyway, I thought any kitten given the name ‘Naughty’ clearly shows 

great promise and will be a considerable asset to the species. It turns out 

that ‘Naughty’ is a pure black cat and his name is actually ‘Notte’ which 

is the Italian word for ‘night’, in honour of his beautiful black coat. The 

woman showed me a little film of him, on her screen, he was sitting very 

nicely and miaoued ‘hello’ at me. I look forward to hearing about his 

exploits in the future.  

 

iv) Indifferent News : the radiators have at last warmed up. A bit late, if I 

may say so. I have ascertained that the man has  control over them and 

they are subject to his will. Why he has left it so long before warming 

them up I do not know. It seems to be some sort of display of his strength 

and manliness, to make us all freeze for weeks on end before exercising 

his power to bestow comfort on us. 

 

All the best, 

Ginge 
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ST STANISLAUS & SACRED HEART PARISHES 
 

Please remember the following in your prayers, 
they are the sick and housebound of the two 
parishes and those we are asked to pray for: 
 

Susan Gray, Simon, Terry-Anne (Freddie), Sue 
Appleton, Sue Young, Maggie Smith, Theresa 
O'Neill, Bernadette Smart, Walter Spence, Gill 
Standidge, Sophy Thursby, Paula Bennett, Carol 

Taylor, Bridget Goodridge, Pete Bird. 
 

Please remember all expectant mothers, armed forces personnel 
injured on duty, and members of the parishes who are house-
bound and/or ill and their families and carers. 
 
Please also pray for the clergy of the Diocese especially those 
who may be sick. Remember Fr. Michael Derrick D'Mello, Fr. 
Louis Beasley-Suffolk. 

 

 

 

ORDER YOUR 
CHRISTMAS CAKE NOW 

 

Liz Speers and Ann Knott 
are taking orders for  

CHRISTMAS CAKES 
of your specification right now. 

 

These will be sealed and dated and delivered nearer to 
Christmas. 

 

Please ring Liz Speers on 01984 634214 
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Acceptance 
 

The small dragon was very upset, his Mother had just 
told him his Father was dead. 

The father had been ill for some time; 
The young dragon struggled to come to terms with the 
loss so his Mother asked him to ask himself a question; 

The question she suggested was:- 
Can I do anything to change the situation? 
He realised immediately the answer was no 

So this being the case he accepted reality and with the 
reassurance of his Mother he continues life. 

Michael Solarius 

 

Dulverton Town Hall  
 
 

FULL TARTAN JACKET 
AN EVENING OF LAUGHTER WITH ELVIS McGONAGALL 

SATURDAY JANUARY 22nd, 8pm 
DULVERTON TOWN HALL 
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Stand-up poet, comedian and broadcaster, armchair revolutionary 
and walking shortbread tin, Elvis McGonagall resides at the 
Graceland Caravan Park somewhere in the back of beyond, where 
he scribbles poetry while drinking malt whisky and listening to 
Johnny Cash.  
His live shows feature biting and savagely funny satire in a blend 
of provocative verse and politically savvy stand-up comedy, all 
imbued with searing wit, wordplay and anarchic invective. Pulling 
no punches but not afraid to be plain daft, Elvis directs his 
scurrilous diatribes at the powers-that-be from Westminster to 
Waitrose, taking aim at the injustices of our septic isle and beyond. 
Stockpiling cat food, celebrity branding, the nature of truth, some 
bloke called Trump, the Prime Minister and Mr Benn, the 
pernicious effects of the patriarchy, Piers Morgan, disappearing 
rainforests, Brexit milkshakes and a pandemic - yes, all his feel-
good hits are there. There’s even a love poem.  
Full Tartan Jacket presents the prime cuts from the work of a 
comic poet at the top of his game. Join this World Poetry Slam 
Champion and Radio 4 regular as he bellows into the void of our 
diseased, burning planet and we all trundle along the primrose 
path to Beelzebub’s bottomless pit. 
Suitable for over 16s 
Organised by Dulverton Development Forum in partnership with 
Take Art – quality guaranteed!  
Tickets £10 available from Dulverton Post Office or contact Jan 
Ross 01398 323818, janaross2003@yahoo.co.uk 
 

100+ club winners 
 November 2021 draw 

1st prize Michael & Gillian Simpson; 
   2nd Pat Hancock;   3rd Kate Allam 

mailto:janaross2003@yahoo.co.uk
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News from the Choir Loft 
 

We welcome two new members to the Choir, Ann and James, both having 

sung in church choirs previously,  in Canada and here in Minehead.  Sad 

to be saying goodbye to Chris who has ‘blossomed’ and added to her 

knowledge of musical notation and also the pleasures of Gregorian Chant.  

We hope she continues to sing in her new location. 

We miss Jennifer (Britnell) in many ways but perhaps not know by many 

was her involvement in gardening at the church. (She was at some time 

 

 

 
 

Advent Course - Tuesdays 7th, 14th, 21st December, 7.30pm at 
Methodist Church 
 
Living Nativity - Following the Nativity story live (including sheep, 
donkey, inns and large cast) through the length of the village starting 
at the Doverhay Museum, 6pm Friday 10th December, finishing at the 
life-size crib scene in the orchard at the Visitor Centre. 
 
Carol Services -  Sunday 19th December, St Bueno's Culbone 3pm; St 
Dubricius, 6.30pm  
 
All these are ecumenical events and everybody is welcome . Visitors 
from elsewhere are especially welcome to the Living Nativity, well 
worth seeing- pray for dry weather. 
 
Celebrate planning - Friday 7th January 2pm, Oak Room. 
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Chairman of Minehead Gardening Club) She took responsibility for the 

garden areas both sides of the front porch which since her demise have 

been somewhat neglected.  Novella, Sue and myself have agreed to be 

responsible for this area in her memory and already it looks much improved 

and cared for.  
 

Choir Practice has been suspended until the ‘practice room’ becomes 

available again and whilst the threat of covid continues. We shall continue 

to sing a simple version of the mass on the 2nd Sunday until further notice. 

The choir wishes all members and friends of the Parish a ‘Ding Dong 

Merry Christmas’.    
 

Ann (Hankin) 
 

 
 

SOMERSET BUS PARTNERSHIP 
 
The future is suddenly starting to look a lot brighter for bus services in 
Somerset. Over the past decade, public transport has not been an 
economic and developmental priority for Somerset County Council. 
Residents of this large, mainly rural county have been encouraged to rely 
on cars to get them to work as well as to shops, hospitals and places of 
entertainment and bus travel has dwindled accordingly. Bus journeys in 
the county have fallen by 43% over the past decade, we now have the 
second lowest bus journeys per head in the country and our bus services 
have the lowest satisfaction score. 
 
But the Government’s Bus Back Better strategy has prompted a major 
rethink with £3 billion of funding for bus improvements to be shared out 
between transport authorities across England (outside London) 
Somerset County Council has responded and developed a highly 
ambitious Bus Service improvement Plan (BSIP) and is asking the 
Government to fund the Somerset BSIP with and eye watering £163 
million grant. You can read the 184pp document that Somerset has 
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submitted justifying this bid here https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-
and-transport/transport-strategy (the BSIP document can be found 
under the National Bus Strategy Section). 
 

Even if the full amount of the Somerset bid is not granted, it is 
recognition by Somerset County Council that its bus services need major 
improvement. Transpory is the biggest emitter of carbon emissions in 
Somerset accounting for 44.1% of Somerset total emissions. Given 
COP26, we must now make sure Somerset pursues the initiatives 
outlined in the Somerset Bus Service improvement Plan that encourage 
a switch to public transport and away from single occupancy private 
cars. This will reduce our carbon footprint. 
Somerset Bus Partnership was set up so that the voices of bbus users 
from across Somerset are heard. We now have over 80 “bus 
representatives” from all parts of the county who ensure we understand 
and reflect the needs of towns and parishes across the county. 
We are looking for extra support within the Somerset Bus Partnership’s 
core team. Have you had management experience of the bus industry or 
in a transport department within a Council? Please do get in touch if you 
have. 
 

Somerset is now entering into an Enhanced Partnership with local bus 
service operators to implement the Somerset Bus Service Improvement 
Plan. Somersest Bus Partnership has been invited to attend the launch of 
the Bus Advisory Board in late November. This is Somerset’s first step in 
establishing a partnership arrangement with local bus companies. 
Somerset Bus Partnership will continue to work with bus users and will 
hold Somerset County Council to the ambitious and worthy goals now 
espoused in the Somersest Bus Improvement Plan. 
If you would like to get in contact with us drop us an email: 
somersetbuspartnership@gmail.com orfollow us on Facebook: bia our 
website: https://www.somersetbuspartnership.co.uk 
 
John Hassall, Co Chair – Somerset Bus Partnership 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/transport-strategy
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/transport-strategy
mailto:somersetbuspartnership@gmail.com
https://www.somersetbuspartnership.co.uk/
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Please help us by supporting our advertisers and tell them where you 

saw their advertisement. These are all local businesses, employing 

local people. 

 

 

 

 

CHIROPRACTOR     Catherine France BSc.          01643  705020 

 Effective treatment for pain, Irnham Lodge Chiropractic Clinic, 

Townsend Road, Minehead. Parking on site. W:  francechiropractic.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

FUNERAL      HEDLEY PRICE : Independent Family Funeral Directors 

DIRECTORS  Chapel of Rest. 24 hour personal service 01643 703111  

 
 
 
 

  

 

Anyone wishing to place an advertisement in 
this magazine 

please contact Mel Carroll 

tel:  01643 708522 

email:  wscpmagazine@gmail.com 


