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Father Michael has asked me to write this foreword while he is 
away at the Three Choirs Festival in Worcester: lucky man! 
 
As you read on into this edition, you will find several articles 
concerning change. Over the last two years we have all had to 
become used to changes in our personal and collective lives, so 
we may not relish more in our parish circle: but change things 
will. 
 
As sure as anything can be in present circumstances, we will 
have a change of parish priest in 2022. Fr. Michael has, 
selflessly, deferred his retirement which was due to take place in 
September this year, but next year will see, we hope, the Bishop 
finding a replacement for him. As the new priest takes up the 
helm, he will, maybe, wish to do things differently. The proposed 
changes mentioned in other articles will take effect, but even 
these may be subject to further change as the parish moves 
forward. 
 
Change cannot be stopped, although it may be modified. Since I 
came back to live and work in this parish twenty-one years ago 
we have “lost” a significant number of parishioners, mostly 
through them being called to the Lord, and some having moved 
away. This change has been ameliorated by others moving in 
(Deacon David and Christine being a prominent example), but 
things have, inevitably, changed. This will continue whether we 
like the idea or not. 
 
So, how do we respond to the inevitable? 
 
Our Christian calling is to do God’s will and responding to this 

calling will bring challenges. Such challenges can be overcome, 

and I dare to suggest that prayer is the way to begin this. 

(continued overleaf) 

 

(continued overleaf) 
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Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 

Pastoral Letter for Pentecost 2021 
 

Statement from the Catholic Bishops of England 
Sunday – it is our Day1 

 

On 19th July, the current legislative powers which assist the mitigations 

against the covid-19 virus transmission will be rescinded by HM 

Government. Nevertheless, there will be an encouragement to personal 

and corporate responsibility in this area; as the Prime Minister said in his 

most recent statement “The pandemic is not over.” Even without this 

legislation in place, the Church in England and Wales will be adopting a 

cautious approach to capacity and activity within our buildings, especially 

at corporate acts of worship.  

We are mindful of the certain fact that the Covid-19 virus is still 

circulating in society. Vaccines provide genuine protection against the 

worst effects of the virus, yet we recognise the legitimate fear on the part 

 

When I worked in an area called “Change Management” we had 

an adage “There are no problems, only challenges and 

opportunities”.         

So, as a parish faced with multiple changes, let’s recognise the 

challenges and seek out the opportunities. Let’s put ourselves 

into God’s hands and let him “work his purpose out” and above 

all, let’s pray that as his will is done we can all play our part in it. 

May hope and love guide our faith through changing times: 

God bless you all 
                                                             

Deacon Vincent   
 
 



West Somerset Catholic Parishes   August 2021 

 

 

  3  
  

of some who otherwise desire to gather for Holy Mass. It is our 

continuing judgement, therefore, that it is not possible at the present time 

for all of the faithful to attend Mass on a Sunday thus fulfilling their duty 

to God. 

It is hoped that it will be possible for all Catholics in England and Wales 

to fulfil this most important Church precept, that of the Sunday 

Obligation, by the First Sunday in Advent 2021. In the meantime, all 

Catholics are asked to do their best to participate in the celebration of the 

weekly Sunday Mass and to reflect deeply on the centrality of Sunday 

worship in the life of the Church. 

In April, following our Plenary Assembly, we offered a reflection on the 

experience of the extraordinary long months of the pandemic. It was titled 

The Day of the Lord. We also began to look at the way forward. We 

spoke about the important invitation to restore the Sunday Mass to its 

rightful centrality in our lives. We asked for a rekindling in our hearts of 

a yearning for the Real Presence of the Lord in the Eucharist, as our 

response to the total, sacrificial love that Jesus has for us. We said: “The 

Eucharist should be the cause of our deepest joy, our highest manner of 

offering thanks to God and for seeking his mercy and love. We need to 

make it the foundation stone of our lives.” 

May this continue to be our striving during these coming months as we 

journey back to the full celebration of our Sunday Mass and our renewed 

observance of The Day of the Lord. 
___________________________________ 

1 St Jerome, In Die Dominica Paschae II 

 

100+ club winners 
 July 2021 draw 

1st prize, Pat Hancock; 2nd, Rosemary Woods; 3rd, Colin Hancock 
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CAFOD Update 
 

How COVID-19 is affecting Brazil 
Brazil is the largest country in Latin America, 
rich in diversity and natural resources; however, 

it is also one of the nations in the world with the most inequality, and 
over 50 million Brazilians live in poverty. In recent years, the Brazilian 
government has made drastic cuts to health, education and housing that 
are affecting the poorest most of all. 
Now, legal protection of human rights and the environment are being 
further undone while Brazil suffers from the COVID-19 crisis. The second 
wave of COVID-19 cases is now outstripping the first wave. So far, there 
have been almost 8.5 million confirmed cases and over 500,000 deaths. 

 
What was the situation in Brazil before COVID-19 hit? 
Housing and rights to land are key issues in Brazil for the poor and 
indigenous communities CAFOD works with. 

In urban favelas and shanty-towns, CAFOD has worked for many years 
with the local Church, community leaders and volunteers to fight for the 
right to safe homes for families. Having an address means you can get a 
regular job, send your children to school and access other government 
support. 

In the Amazon, small-scale farmers and indigenous communities are at 
risk of losing their land. Mining, logging, cattle-ranching and soya 
production companies constantly invade protected rainforest and there 
are often violent clashes against the local population. 

There was already a healthcare emergency happening before COVID-19 
hit. Like elsewhere in Latin America, access to good healthcare in Brazil is 
based on wealth. Hospitals can be days away for indigenous 
communities, and visiting them can also be dangerous for this group, 
who often lack resistance to many common diseases. 
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What is the current situation with the new ‘Amazonian’ variant? 
Since the beginning of this year, the State of Amazonas has declared a 
public emergency due to the collapse of public hospitals, owing to the 
lack of hospital supplies, mainly oxygen, which has caused the death of 
hundreds of people. 
The situation is no different in the neighbouring states of Amazonas. In 
Roraima, there has been a 200 per cent increase in cases and deaths. 
The COVID-19 variant, called the "Amazonian variant", is present in 50 
per cent of confirmed cases.  

Local Caritas volunteers and health workers have been linked to health 
institutions and are in the process of coordinating distributions of vital 
items such as water, disposable masks and gloves, medicines, and 
mattresses. 

 
Are people receiving vaccinations in Brazil? 
So far, only a small percentage of the population has been vaccinated 
and one of the vaccination programmes has been suspended due to 
allegations of fraud. 

 
How has the Church responded in Brazil? 
At the start of the year, The National Conference of Bishops of Brazil 
(CNBB) issued a statement saying: “The 'new' that we are looking for in 
2021 requires the union of all citizens, to come together in good will in 
the face of COVID-19. A pandemic cannot be beaten in isolation. To 
eradicate COVID-19, it is essential that everyone walks together, in 
solidarity. It is necessary to recognize that the virus does not respect 
borders, social classes, and any other form of categorization that, so 
often, justify regrettable discrimination. Justice, solidarity, and inclusion 
are the main criteria to be followed in facing this pandemic. The vaccine 
must be for everyone. Special attention must be paid to the most 
vulnerable and poor. It is unacceptable and unwise for the vaccine to 
reach some more quickly, leaving most of the population uncovered. 
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Humanity is sick with the pandemic and will only find a cure if it walks 
together. God, who made us free and co-responsible for the work of 
Creation, for the care of one another, help us to learn from the lessons 
of this pandemic, so that we can overcome it and move forward in 
building a healthier world, starting from fraternity and universal 
solidarity.”  

 
How has the Brazilian government responded to COVID-19? 
The President of Brazil has ignored quarantine measures enforced by 
many state governments and new laws have been brought in to 
encourage businesses to go and exploit the Amazon. In April of last year, 
there was almost twice as much environmental destruction and logging 
in the Amazon as there was in April 2019.Local lockdowns are in place, 
but these measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19 present a real 
challenge to poor families, who need to work in order to eat. 

 

How has CAFOD responded to COVID-19 in Brazil? 
In São Paulo and other cities CAFOD has been helping to give out 
essential food, facemasks and hygiene kits for vulnerable families living 
in favelas and shanty-towns. Their local experts in the community have 
negotiated with local authorities so that they can send volunteers to 
deliver food to families in need. They have also given advice to these 
volunteers on social distancing, to keep them safe. 

In the Amazon and in north-east Brazil, the local Church and community 
organisations have been supporting farmers to get their food to families 
on the edges of cities, so that urban families don't go hungry. 

With the indigenous Amazon communities, CAFOD has provided: 

• food supplies 

• prevention information in local languages 

• personal protective equipment (PPE). 
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They are also monitoring COVID-19 cases and working with health 
officials to get people tested and treated where possible in their 
communities, reducing travel to a central hospital where risk of infection 
is high. 

Looking ahead, CAFOD Harvest Fast Day will be on October, 1st this year, 
and the focus will be on ‘climate change in the Amazon’ ........ more 
about this later. 

Nora Maw 
 

 

 

 

West Somerset Food Cupboard Newsletter July 2021 
 
Dear friends and supporters of the West Somerset Food Cupboard 

(WSFC) 

Firstly, a big thank you for your continued interest in and support of the 

WSFC. Your kindness and generosity make a huge difference where and 

when most needed. 

As you will have read, things have changed here – so this update might 

be a little longer than usual. Ann Gibbs, who had been ably co-ordinating 

the WSFC, has moved on to her new role as Rector of Porlock. Many 

messages of thanks have been received for all that she has done here. We 

add our thanks and wish her the very best. 

As Ann explained, I was already working on a short-term project for the 

WSFC, to help the committee review and gain a better understanding of 

the how it operates alongside other agencies in the area and how it could 

be developed further to improve food resilience. In addition to this I am 

now acting as temporary co-ordinator, working alongside the fabulous 

and recently expanded team of volunteers and committee members who 

continue to generously give their time and energy to sourcing, dating, 

rotating and thoughtfully packing donated stock ready for distribution. 



West Somerset Catholic Parishes   August 2021 

 

 

  8  
  

We are grateful for continued and very much valued support from 

multiple local collections points such as Porlock Spar, as well as 

Fareshare, Tesco and Morrisons, amongst others. 

The pandemic has brought about so much change. On the one hand, many 

of the most vulnerable have suffered isolation from their family network, 

income drop due to furlough or job loss, ill-health both physical and 

mental, restrictions on availability of support services, and much more. 

On the other hand, individuals, groups, and businesses have been very 

generous in their giving. Agencies already working in the area sprung 

into a new direction of action to reduce the impact of food insecurity in 

West Somerset. This has resulted in new sources and outlets of donated 

food and has gone a long way to ensuring that no-one has needed to go 

hungry. In the early part of 2021, we started to notice a drop in demand 

for food boxes from the WSFC and for a short while our incoming 

donations were greater than our outgoing food boxes, resulting in a few 

overflowing cupboards! However, over the past month, as other agencies 

have begun plans to return to their core services and move away from 

food provision, we are noticing a marked increase in demand, donations 

being received from some of those other sources as they close or reduce 

their temporary cupboards, and an improving flow and balance between 

what comes in and what goes out.  

During June 2021 the WSFC distributed 75 food boxes via local agencies 

who support individuals and families who are experiencing food 

insecurity. That brings the total for 2021 so far to 555 boxes. To protect 

dignity and confidentiality, no questions are asked, and no details are 

held; we trust the representatives of these partner agencies to be doing 

what is best for their service users and are happy to be able to provide the 

food that can temporarily take one pressure off while other issues are 

addressed by specialists. We have had several requests for special diets 

and are happy to accommodate these whenever we can.  

If you are one of those special people who donates food – thank you! The 

items that we are currently (beginning of July) running low on are: 
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juice/squash, savoury biscuits/snacks, sugar, tinned macaroni/ 

spaghetti, and tinned vegetables (potatoes, peas, carrots, sweetcorn). 

It would also be helpful to have some gluten free items. We don’t need 

cereal or tea at the moment.  

If you represent an agency whose service users might benefit from our 

food boxes and you would like to find out how to access them, or if you 

have personal reasons for wanting to know how to access them yourself 

via one of our partner agencies, or if you represent a church or 

community group and would just like to find out more about how we 

operate, please contact me using the details below and I will be happy to 

help. 

Finally, thank you again for your continued support. There’s more change 

afoot as we learn more about local need, local provision and what’s 

working elsewhere, build on community and agency relationships and 

improve collaboration, so please watch this space! 

Ali Sanderson  

West Somerset Food Cupboard Temporary Co-ordinator and Project 

Development Worker 

Email: foodcupboardws@outlook.com 

Tel: 07795 08063 

 

 

 

 

Watchet Replies for Proposed Cancelling of Mass at 
Watchet Methodist Church 

 

There were 12 replies listed including Deacon Vincent’s reply with 

attendance statistics. 

Overall, most were opposed to the cancelling of Mass at Watchet, or at 

least sad about the proposal. People appreciate the Mass at Watchet 

and are grateful for it because it engenders a valued sense of community 
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for the parishioners at that end of the parish, and they would prefer not 

to lose the important opportunity it provides for them to meet and pray 

together. There is a real ministry carried out in Watchet not only to 

parishioners but to visitors and tourists as well, and there is a wish to 

keep a Catholic presence in Watchet. 

Several responses expressed the hope that the newcomers who will 

move in when the new housing in the area is built, would swell the 

congregation’s numbers; and they also noted that in summer tourists 

attend Mass in Watchet. 

Some felt that the current venue is not ideal, with its steps etc. and 

although a ‘church’ setting is appreciated a smaller venue might be 

found for the Mass. 

The responses mentioned the burden on Father Michael imposed by the 

extra Mass at Watchet, and the dwindling number of people attending 

the Mass. Mass attendance at Knights Templar School used to be 

typically 50 people; now there are 28 active Watchet parishioners. So 

although the proposal to cancel Mass at Watchet is unwelcome, some 

felt that cancelling it was likely to be the only viable outcome. 

Suggestions made included: - 

i) A 5:00pm Vigil Mass every other week at Watchet, alternating with 

Minehead. This would make 1 fewer Mass each week for Father Michael 

to say, and would improve congregation integration. 

ii) A 6.30pm Vigil Mass in Watchet in the holiday season only 

iii) Deacon Vincent might lead Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion 

in Watchet instead of Mass 

iv) A weekday Mass once a week in Watchet 

v) Retired Priests might help out by saying Mass at Watchet. Could 
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former Anglican brethren help in some way?  

vi) Sharing of cars for lifts to Minehead from Watchet for attending the 

Minehead Mass. A rota of drivers and passengers could be drawn up. 

vii) It could be declared that there must be a minimum number of 

attendees – say 18 – averaged over a 6-month trial period, and if at the 

end of the 6 months that average was below 18 then the Mass at 

Watchet would be cancelled. 

Much gratitude was expressed to Father Michael and the Deacons for 

their ministry in Watchet. 

 

 

 

From the Parish Priest 
 

Announcement 

Bishop Declan will celebrate the 11:15am Mass on Sunday 10th October 

2021 when he will consecrate the Church of the Sacred Heart. This 

solemn dedication has not happened in the 125-year history of the 

Church. We shall explain more about the Rite in the September issue of 

the magazine. 
 

Watchet Consultation. 

The editors have summarised the results of the consultation held about 

the Watchet Mass centre and that appears in this edition of the magazine. 

The Minehead Parish Pastoral Council held a meeting on Wednesday 21 

July where they considered the replies. After a lengthy deliberation they 

resolved that they have in mind to take the following action: - 

A] To cease to have a Saturday Vigil Mass at 6.30pm at Watchet. 

B] To maintain a presence in the Watchet/Williton area of the Parish they 

propose to have an evening Mass at the Watchet Centre, (Methodist 

Church) at 6pm or 6.30pm on a Friday evening. There would be no 

morning Mass at Minehead on a Friday. They propose that this should 
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start before the end of September 2021. They also suggest that that one 

Mass a month should be a ‘family’ Mass. All Masses are family but that 

once a month the celebration should include some music and young 

people involvement.  This Friday evening Mass should be run until Easter 

2022 when the matter should be reviewed. 

C] The Council will meet on 15 September 2021 to make a decision on 

the above proposed action. This will allow parishioners enough time to 

make comments or representations. This also allows for a full 

involvement with the whole Parish. 

(Comments should be sent into Fr. Michael before 10th September. 

  

Covid 19 

A note in the Parish bulletin asks that for the time being we operate in the 

Church for Mass as we did before the stage 4 date (19 July). This means 

wearing masks, keeping a distance (at least 1 metre), receiving Holy 

Communion in your place. The churches will continue to open 15 

minutes before Mass. Please be careful. Changes will come later in 

August and in September. 

 

 

 

THOUGHTS FROM A BLUE ANCHOR DESK 
For August 2021 

 

Well, here was Summer?    

As I sit here by my study window at the end of July, I am gazing out at a 

beautiful, calm scene with the pure blue evening sky reflected off a totally 

flat calm high tide. 

Two nights ago, through the effects of a wandering “jet steam” way up in 

the atmosphere, I was enticed about 9.30pm to wander down to the 

seafront to capture a spectacular sunset in camera.  Simply the date, the 

angle of the setting sun and a pure, clear evening, the sun appeared to 

slide down the sloping angle of North Hill behind Minehead. Galileo, 
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who died in 1642, had worked out the regular tracking of the sun across 

the sky on different dates, so I guess I'll have to take his word for it and 

have to wait 365 days for the same effect to happen again! 

The barley crop is ripening well next to us and the harvest must be 

imminent since the farmer has already harvested half of his Oil Seed 

Rape crop. I have to say, sitting here it is just like watching BBC Country 

File when the harvest is in full swing with a tractor towing a large 

“hopper” and running alongside the giant combine harvester accepting a 

heavy load of seed through a high level shute.   As darkness falls, on 

come the headlights and they carry on way into the night until all the crop 

is in safely. So, who said “a farmer's life is an easy one? “ 

Last week, Chris and I had a delightful few days over in East Anglia 

(really to complete the last break where my Audi's brakes failed 

completely!). The difference 

between the huge open flatness of the Fens of Cambridgeshire and the 

gently rolling and wooded farmland of Norfolk was quite remarkable for 

adjacent counties. 

As ever, we were drawn to the gardens and live steam museum of 

Bressingham, so a necessary pit stop for coffee, cake and a steam fix was 

in order (again …....) 

Sadly, there simply wasn't time to visit the Mid-Norfolk Railway, so …. 

next time may be? 

You know, no matter where you go on holiday, or “STAYCATION” as it's 

now called, there really is nothing to beat sleeping in your own bed.  

Hhhhhhhhmm, for many, this past week, even that has been difficult I 

know, with sticky night time temperatures followed by sunrise at 4.30-

5.00am lighting up our bedrooms. 

BUT ….... how long will this warm dry spell last?  Well, the schools 

break up this week end, we plan a family outing on the open-top Exmoor 

Explorer this weekend, I need to cut the hedge …...... etc. etc. so it's 

almost asking for rain! 
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Has anyone noticed the Hollyhocks this year?   As we toured the country 

villages of Norfolk we were especially taken by the huge numbers of 

varied colours of Holly- hocks in cottage gardens and thought it might be 

just local conditions or popularity, but on coming back home they seemed 

to be everywhere, including the border of the Church driveway.  Also, 

we've had a healthy but just green Myrtle bush in the back garden and this 

year it has been covered by masses of small white flowers. Perhaps it was 

all the springtime rain followed by this lovely warm spell? 

Now – here's a thing – who was it, and indeed why, was the traditional 

bright orange flowered MONTBRETIA almost stealthily renamed 

CROCOSMIA?? 

I love the way that all the different regions of our little nation have so 

many differing names for the same thing. Tiny as they are, the 

THUNDERBUG, that annoying little insect that gets inside picture 

frames, and tickles on sweaty skin, are also known as THRIPS or 

THUNDERFLIES are known by other names through the counties. BUT, 

who of you readers knew that there are over 150 different species just in 

the UK?  Or that each can be a maximum of 2mm long, and that they all 

have 2 pairs of minute feather-like wings.  Their droppings are tiny black 

specks, and they prefer to land on hot sweaty skin as they are in search of 

moisture. 

But, dear reader, my favourite fact Thunderbug fact is that they love 

Cannabis plants sucking the Cannabioid sap from the leaves and getting 

“high” in the process! 

How on earth did I ramble from Hollyhocks to Thunderbugs? 

Back now to our gradually awakening West Somerset Railway from its 

“lockdown” slumber.   I think that I mentioned the on-going saga of the 

Seaward Way level crossing and its huge effect on the running of the line. 

The compromise to deliver passengers from Bishops Lydeard to 

Minehead has evolved and indeed from Minehead to the other stations UP 

the line, by using “heritage” open topped double decker buses with the 

Travelling Ticket Inspectors acting as “conductors” on the bus trips and 
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then carrying on the train journeys with their groups of passengers.  Have 

I lost you yet?  Well it can't be as bad as on lead bus of a convoy where 

the driver was unfamiliar with Minehead and proceeded to take his 

convoy and passengers down to Minehead Garden Centre by mistake, 

from where many-point turnings were required! 

I was quite tickled when “on-duty” and I had a job to control the rush of 

passengers in their bids to bag a seat upstairs on the open deck only to 

mostly all rush back down by Lidl/McDonalds Roundabout because it 

was TOO hot upstairs. 

Probably the most frustrating part of the small section of our journey has 

been the huge amount of traffic both ways on the A39 between Dunster 

traffic lights and the Ellicombe roundabout which has made driving a 

heritage bus out of Dunster Marsh onto the A39 very difficult. It took 19 

minutes on one of my journeys. 

If you are a holiday maker, and this is your first time here in Minehead or 

West Somerset, we hope that you have or will enjoy your break here 

where the coast meets the hills of Exmoor, the Quantocks and the 

Brendons.  It's so good to see the shops around the town all open again, 

and customers sitting out in a continental style on the pavements having 

coffee and cake under our new improvised shades.  Yes, there's a sort of 

“buzz” about the Avenue again. But, I don't know about you, I know the 

face masks are for everyones' good but I still feel like a suspicious bank 

robber in mine, and it’s so difficult to smile at someone behind a mask! 

Good news though, is that things slowly seem to be getting better don't 

they. 

Pope Francis is recovering well after his major bowel surgery, and only 

the other day pointed out to us all “Let us all recognise that there is no 

other way to come to the dawn than by passing through the darkness of 

night.” Such a wise man. 

One very deep thought struck me the other day, and that it feels weird 

now to be the same age as “old” people! 
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Thinking back to the old British Rail days, and the buffet steward came 

around with a trolley, cups etc. and said to a traveller “Coffee or Tea?”, 

the customer looked across and said “tea”, to which the reply came “ no – 

wrong – it's coffee!“ (it all looked like sludge!). 

So, think about this one – when I was 12, I fell off my bike on rough 

tarmac, got up, picked the gravel off my knees and elbows and then rode 

home 

At the age of 70, I used the wrong pillow and I couldn't function properly 

for 2 days! 

Remember, a car's weakest part is the nut holding the steering wheel. 

There was a man who asked his wife “What would you do if I won the 

lottery?” 

She replied “Well, I'd take half then leave you!” “Oh, ok” he said, “I won 

£12.00, so here's your £6.00................” 

A true friend is one who walks with you in the sunshine and dances with 

you in the rain. 

Well there we are, it’s 9.00pm and starting to get a bit dusky already, so 

the harvest begins in earnest and I suppose the time has come this 

cocktail of hollyhocks trips and railway buses to draw to a close. I hope 

you have all had and are having a nice Summer 2021, which is at least a 

little more normal than Summer 2020. 

God Bless everybody, continue to keep safe, 

Reverend Deacon David   
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News from the Exmoor Pony Centre,  
Ashwick, Dulverton TA22 9QE 
 

We are looking forward to a busy Summer - the diary is filling up 
quickly with all our riding sessions, so if you are wanting to ride, 
make sure you call the office to book in advance. It is also 
necessary to book in all visits to the centre to avoid disappointment 
on the day if we are at full capacity. Our stable yard tours proved 
so popular last year that we are continuing to run them this 
season. 
 

At the beginning of June, six of our ponies made a very special trip 
to Sussex to partake in some filming. It is all top secret at the 
moment, but we will be able to fill you in at a later date. All the 
ponies were beautifully behaved, and the filming only needed one 
take! We always knew our ponies are pros. They stayed overnight 
and travelled home in a luxury air-conditioned lorry, returning to 
their day jobs as if nothing had happened. 
 

Those who have visited the centre may have met Walnut, a sweet 
natured 14-year-old gelding – he has now gone off to a foster 
home and is very happy living with his new Welsh pony friend. We 
hope this will be his forever home after a varied life thus far of 
companionship to other horses as well as conservation grazing. 
Amethyst and Buffy, a couple of friendly mares, have returned 
from their grazing and are now here at the Centre to continue their 
training and meet the visitors. Amethyst is the older of the two, 
who we hope to train as riding ponies in the future.  They have 
joined our mis-match herd of other mares, a gelding and an 
honorary Exmoor owned by the manager. 
 

An update on the lovely Myrica and her young son Elmo who came 
to stay with us through the winter, needing a little more shelter and 
grass than the moor could offer them to help them survive the cold. 
Elmo has now been castrated and is continuing his training with 
us. He will be in residence for the summer months to greet visitors. 
Myrica, his mother, has now returned to join the other Exmoors on 
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North Hill, just above Minehead. 
 

We are excited to reveal that our onsite shop has had a facelift this 
spring to make it covid safe for all and display some of the new 
lines we are stocking.  One of which, we are very pleased to say, 
is ‘Wild Pony Punch’ coffee from the Exmoor Coffee Company 
(exmoorcoffee.co.uk). They are very kindly donating 50p back to 
us from every bag that WE sell. If you haven’t popped up to see us 
recently now is a great time to have a look in our shop and to see 
the ponies. 
 

The Exmoor Pony Festival will soon be upon us. This year the 
activities and events will run through the month of August. Please 
check out the website to see what will be going on and to support 
the breed. https://exmoorponyfestival.com/ 
 

Best wishes to all our friends and supporters, hopefully we will see 
you at some point over the summer months. 
 

Website: www.exmoorponycentre.org.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheExmoorPonyCentre 
Email: info@exmoorponycentre.org.uk 
Tel: 01398 323093 
 
 
 
 
 

West Somerset Pets: Letter from Ginge 
 

“Dear Finn and Everyone, 

 

I have been tremendously busy working on Home Decor. 

Certain elements of the domestic environment were not – 

and have never been – entirely satisfactory and I have come to realise that 

the humans are not going to do anything about it, so it falls to me to rectify 

 

https://exmoorponyfestival.com/
http://www.exmoorponycentre.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/TheExmoorPonyCentre
mailto:info@exmoorponycentre.org.uk?subject=From%20the%20website
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the situation. Astonishing, I know! – Why keep staff if you end up having 

to do everything yourself?  
 

So, while the humans have lolled about enjoying the sunshine I have been 

toiling ceaselessly. Anything left on a flat surface I have pushed off onto 

the floor. Things ought to be on the floor, in my opinion. I might need them, 

and since I tend to be on the floor so ought things to be. Sometimes the 

things break when they hit the floor, and that annoys the people (bonus!). 

Another thing I do to help is this: on the landing’s wooden floor there is a 

rug which is very dull and flat. I regularly ruffle the rug up so that it forms 

a more interesting floorscape of troughs, valleys and hills. Yet the silly 

humans don’t appreciate my input one little bit, and no sooner have I got 

the rug arranged to my liking than one or other of them comes along and 

flattens it all out again. The work is never-ending.  

 

Between these duties I also have to watch carefully to see what is going on 

in the street outside the house. The upstairs windows are usually open at 

this time of year and I sit on the windowsill keeping an eye on passers-by 

and making sure any dogs going by do not enter these premises (sorry, 

Finn!).  

 

One good improvement has been made by the woman – she has refurbished 

the airing cupboard for me. She got everything out of there – piles and piles 

of linen, pillows, towels etc. and sorted through them and I enjoyed helping 

her with this by testing out the pillows for comfort, and rubbing my fur all 

over the bedsheets and so on. She kept saying things like ‘Why on earth 

have we still got this?... We don’t need these… Oh dear I’d better mend 

that it’s all torn…’ She made a pile of things to throw away, and a pile of 

things to send to the charity shop, and then she put the remainder back into 

the cupboard all neatly and was very pleased with herself. Personally the 

things she was going to throw away looked lovely to me – soft, dusty, warm 

– just what I like to lie on. But there’s no understanding humans, is there?  

 

Anyway, when she had finished it transpired that the cupboard, no longer 

bulging and overflowing with too many contents, now has a perfect little 

rectangular, cat-sized space on the floor – ‘Ginger’s Room’ she called it, 
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and it suits me beautifully. It’s luxurious, lined with a bit of old carpet, and 

near to a marvellous warm thing called the Immersion Heater. And to 

complete the perfection, the cupboard door doesn’t quite shut properly 

which means I can hook it open with my paw and get in and out whenever 

I please.  

 

I’m just going to go and lie down in there for the rest of the afternoon – so 

bye for now! 

 

All the best,  

Ginge 

 
 

 
 

 

Lammas Day Picnic and Evensong, Stoke Pero chapel 
Sunday 31st July - Ecumenical, all welcome, walk or drive. 
Walkers start from rectory 2.00pm, picnic at Stoke Pero from 
3.00pm, Evensong 4.30pm. 
 

Open Door, all welcome for coffee at St Dubricius every Friday 
morning 11.00am. 
 

St Dubricius Flower Festival, Friday 6th-Tuesday 10th 
August, theme Musicals. 
 

Celebrate Service, Porlock Methodist Church Sunday 22nd 
July 10.45am. 
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ST STANISLAUS & SACRED HEART PARISHES 
 
Please remember the following in your prayers, they are the 
sick and housebound of the two parishes and those we are 
asked to pray for: 

 
Roisin Lee, Susan Gray, Laura Simpson, Simon, 
Jean Carpenter, Terry-Anne (Freddie), Sue Appleton, 
Sue Young, Mary Carlin, Maggie Smith, Judy Hall, 
Tom Hall, Theresa O'Neill, Bernadette Smart, John 
Mees, John Alexever, Pamela Whitsey, Teresa 
Jackson, Walter Spence, Amy Edwards, Angela 
Kingdom, Gill Standidge, Sophy Thursby, Paula 
Bennett, Carol Taylor, Bridget Goodridge, Pete Bird. 

 
Please remember all expectant mothers, armed forces personnel 
injured on duty, and members of the parishes who are house-
bound and/or ill and their families and carers. 
 
Please also pray for the clergy of the Diocese especially those 
who may be sick. Remember Fr. Michael Derrick D'Mello. 
 
 
 
 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

This project was set up by volunteers when Magna stopped their service 

of delivering meals to vulnerable and aged people that cannot access a hot 

meal at the beginning of lockdown and have said they will not be re-

implementing it. 
 

The meals are bought by the individuals from a private company at £6 for 
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a main and desert and delivered Monday to Friday around Minehead and 

the close by villages, the volunteers use their own vehicles with no 

remuneration. 
 

Aside from providing meals to people who perhaps are unable to cook or 

are not eating properly, the volunteers are often the only people these 

people are seeing every day, it has also created the opportunity to 

highlight people in crisis and alert the appropriate people to respond. 
 

If there is anyone in the congregation who would like find out more or get 

involved, please contact Sofi Cogney on 01823 331222 or 07376 649335 

or Toni Bloomfield who coordinates the volunteers on 07538 838307. 

 
                                   

 
                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORDER YOUR 
CHRISTMAS CAKE NOW 

 
Liz Speers and Ann Knott 

are taking orders for CHRISTMAS CAKES 
of your specification right now. 

These will be sealed and dated and delivered nearer to 
Christmas. 

Please ring Liz Speers on 01984 634214 
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Please help us by supporting our advertisers and tell them where you 

saw their advertisement. These are all local businesses, employing 

local people. 

 

 

 

 

CHIROPRACTOR     Catherine France BSc.          01643  705020 

 Effective treatment for pain, Irnham Lodge Chiropractic Clinic, 

Townsend Road, Minehead. Parking on site. W:  francechiropractic.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

FUNERAL      HEDLEY PRICE : Independent Family Funeral Directors 

DIRECTORS  Chapel of Rest. 24 hour personal service 01643 703111  

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Anyone wishing to place an advertisement in 
this magazine 

please contact Mel Carroll 

tel:  01643 708522 

email:  wscpmagazine@gmail.com 


