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Today, 29th May is the feast of St. Paul VI, Pope. Pope St. Paul VI 

adopted his name after the Apostle Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles. 

He was the first modern Pope to travel outside Italy and in his 15 years 

as Bishop of Rome, visited all the inhabited continents. He really set 

out for us our direction in the modern world by his evangelisation and 

leadership in looking outward as the Church. A path which has been 

followed and blazed by all his successors in their own way. This 

weekend we shall be celebrating Pentecost, as Bishop Declan reminds 

us in his address for the feast, (video copy on the parish or diocesan 

web site), this feast is also the birthday of the Church. 
 

This birthday is unusual in that our public prayer, (liturgy), has been 

limited to a visual/digital participation as our Churches, along with all 

places of worship have been closed under lockdown. I hope when I 

write the next forward for our magazine, that we shall at least be able to 

visit church for private prayer and hopefully even with personal 

distancing requirements etc. be able to be participating in Mass in our 

usual places of assembly. But what ever we do it will be with care and 

respect for our neighbour and our selves so that we minimise the 

prospect of spreading this virus. Pray for the Government and the 

Bishops as they move us towards this next step in returning to whatever 

will be the new normal. 
 

At Mass today we heard in St. John's Gospel how Our Lord asked Peter 

not once but three times if he loved him?  After the third time Peter was 

upset and said "Lord you know everything; you know I love you".  Jesus 

replied with the words "Feed my sheep" and then went on to for tell 

Peter's martyrdom. In the Magnificat Booklet the meditation for the day 

was an extract from an encyclical, (letter), of St. Paul VI. The heading 

was' well-tended sheep'. This was what Our Lord wanted Peter, the 

Apostles and the disciples to do; to care for his flock, his followers who 

make up the Church, the Body of Christ. St. Paul VI says" The mystery 

of the Church is not a truth to be confined to the realms of speculative 

theology. It must be lived, so that the faithful may have a kind of 

intuitive experience of it.... The faithful as a community will indeed 

recognise that they belong to Christ's Mystical Body when they realise 

that a part of the ministry of the Church's hierarchy is to initiate men 

and women into the Christian way of life, to beget them, teach them, 

sanctify them and be their leaders... a sort of instrument fashioned by 

Christ, which he himself uses to communicate to his mystical members 

the marvellous gifts of truth and grace and to impart an external, 

(continued overleaf) 
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intuitive experience of it… The faithful as a community will indeed 

recognise that they belong to Christ's Mystical Body when they realise 

that a part of the ministry of the Church's hierarchy is to initiate men 

and women into the Christian way of life, to beget them, teach them, 

sanctify them and be their leaders... a sort of instrument fashioned by 

Christ, which he himself uses to communicate to his mystical members 

the marvellous gifts of truth and grace and to impart an external, 

visible structure to the Mystical Body in its pilgrimage through the 

world, and to give it its sublime unity and its spiritual beauty." 
 

Much for us to think of in those words. Now I want us to think of how 

we have followed our worship of the Lord, particularly in the last 10 / 

11 weeks. How we as God's sheep have been fed?  Prayer very much 

behind closed doors as was the initial prayer of the apostles and 

disciples before Pentecost. They then went out and proclaimed the 

Good News in many tongues and with many good works and miracles. 

What have we been doing for the last 11 weeks? Much the same but in 

our own tongues and with a care which has not appeared to be a 

miracle but has helped, supported and shown respect for our neighbour, 

who ever they were and are.  
 

As lock down is slowly lifted, as we approach life under a new and 

probably very different 'normal' we as Christians have to recognise that 

now how we live and proclaim our faith will be different – not in 

substance –  but in communication and presentation. As St. Paul VI 

travelled 40 plus years ago so today we shall use the digital world to 

proclaim that Christ is truly risen. Alleluia. Digital technology will be 

a part of the way we are involved in feeding and being fed as God's 

flock, His loved children, His sheep. 

 

A very happy Pentecost to you all, may the Advocate feed us all with 

the joyful truth of the love of God. 

 

Michael J Thomas (Parish Priest, Minehead & Dulverton). 

the Sacrament of 
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Modern Day Plague 

The following was inspired by an article by Tom Holland in the Tablet, 
18th April in which he mentioned the seven ‘bowls of wrath’, plagues 
and the prospect of a more loving world.  
The current plague, which we call Covid 19, has given rise to much 
thought regarding economics, consumerism, personal and social values, 
preparedness and health services, especially those for social, mental and 
the elderly. The term ‘key workers’ is being widely used for those whose 
work is essential in spite of the increased risks. Yet these are the lowest 
paid in society in normal times. Over Easter, Pope Francis called for a 
universal basic wage, which would help address the great inequities 
between rich and poor nations. The reaction in America, including a 
powerful faction of their divided Catholic Church, is predictable and the 
complexity of implementing such an idea is daunting, but given fair 
thought, it would go a long way towards promoting world peace and 
reducing the scale of refugees.  
Globalism can claim to have helped spread employment but in doing so 
with commercial rather than altruistic motivation and inadequate 
safeguards, it has magnified inequalities. Globalism also sees the results 
of costly educational investments by poorer nations being poached to 
the cheap benefit of richer ones. Genuine caring must play a greater part 
than greed. 
So how many ‘bowls of wrath’ have been poured so far? How many are 
there to go? 
Global warming is another kind of ‘plague’ threat facing us. Most 
thinking people recognise that we cannot continue to pollute God’s 
creation by burning fossil fuels, over-consuming resources, operating a 
flippantly throw-away ethos born of selfish quest for instant yet fleeting 
gratification, the detritus of which can deface land and sea and harm 
wildlife. The past month has at least provided our planet with some 
respite from which lessons can be drawn. 
This brings us back to key workers such as those working in health, 
cleaning and care services for little reward other than the satisfaction of 
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helping others. It is right that we laud and applaud all of them but this 
does not put more or better food on their plates. They deserve more 
lasting and tangible recognition once this is all over. For theirs is an ethic 
of generous, unselfish, loving service, such as Christ gave and sought. 
But let us also recognise and respect that they are a truly multi-cultural 
group and many of their number are devout followers of other faiths, 
working side-by-side with the same ethic to the same end in the name of 
their God – food for more debate.  
Only governments can ensure adequate social services, caring for the 
elderly and underprivileged, but they have tended to ignore such needs 
as they are too costly and long-term, whereas governments can only see 
as far as the next election. One may reflect on the part our Church once 
played in this theatre, not so long ago. I was born in a hospital operated 
by the Sisters of Charity. 
The challenge to governments, faiths and society in the aftermath of the 
Covid emergency is to co-operate in establishing a genuinely fairer and 
kinder world, with more understanding which will involve less extremes 
of wealth and much more sharing and caring. 
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THOUGHTS FROM A BLUE ANCHOR DESK 
For Digital June 2020 

 

Well, the wind is still blowing, the sun and moon still keep appearing 

each day, but the trouble is most of us have to stop and try and work out 

what day it actually is!  I guess we are all, to some extent, creatures of 

habit, but under the “lockdown” circumstances even those habits can 

drift. 

For us, out here in Blue Anchor at least, the current rules have 

bought a delightful peace to the area with barely a soul to be seen down 

on the Esplanade or the Steam Coast Heritage Path.  This quiescence has 

really been embraced by nature and the wild life, bringing previously shy 

and timid animals out into the undisturbed surroundings.   Each morning, 

at about 9.00am (and, YES, I am sometimes up and about THAT early!)  a 

beautiful adult fox wanders from the deserted farm yard out into “our” 

field and snuffles idly through the new barley shoots eating grubs and 

insects for about half an hour. It's not camera shy either, and I have loads 

of pictures of it. But then, next door reported 5 cubs near the hedgerow in 

the paddock and only last week caught a photo of one cub in their back 

garden! Thankfully, part of the fox family's regular diet is fresh rabbit, 

and they are helping to keep down Watership Down.   Another amazing 

first was the Sparrow Hawk that sat for ages on their clothes line pole, 

just watching patiently until it stooped on a baby rabbit in the field 

margin. Also, the buzzards have had a brood in the nearby copse and the 

 

100+ Club 
 

The winners of the draw made in May are: 

1st – Eileen Woods 

2nd – Rosemary Woods 

3rd – Elizabeth Speers 
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parents are currently soaring above us and wheeling and doing practice 

stoops with them over the oilseed rape crop. 

This week we have had a fairly newly fledged Robin near our bird 

water bath.  My one great annoyance however is the ever increasing 

number of pigeons that constantly coo and squabble in our trees.  One 

even caused a derailment on the World's End Light Railway by depositing 

a large dollop on the track behind Llatidos Village which then dried over 

night! 

In the absence of our beloved West Somerset Railway (and that 

looks increasing like the whole season!), I joined for fun with a Twitter 

site group which held a national virtual Steam Gala 2020, with many of 

us steaming up our garden railways and posting videos and pictures on-

line.   It has always been much easier to run “light engine” here, but for 

this event I brought out all my passenger rolling stock and with a rake of 

5 carriages my one locomotive even had wheel spin as it attempted the 

gentle rise of “Veg Bed Bank”!   

Two new additions to the line's landscape are a solar powered light 

house and an illuminated windmill and the lighthouse is mounted firmly 

up on a series of rocks (you try carrying them up from the beach!)  and 

together with the working streetlights these add interest after dark to the 

garden railway.   

 

On a more serious note Fr Michael, Dcn Vincent and I have been trying to 

keep in contact with our lonely and isolated housebound Parishioners.   

Daily Holy Mass on-line and associated “Spiritual Holy Communion” is a 

great comfort to those of us who have access, but my heart goes out to 

those who do not have the facility to at least watch Mass from our 

Cathedral, or indeed from so many Catholic Churches which daily live 

stream their Masses.  A simple solution for us, on a Sunday is to watch 

Mass from Clifton, but sadly, the very ones who need this contact so 

much do not have access to the internet, and we as a Parish need to 

address this situation for the future.  I do know Parishioners who follow 

their Mass from Rome and other Churches special to them.  BUT, won't it 

be great when we can all, in whatever we will be allowed, to get back to 

our own Parish Masses, live, and right here. 
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Now, I can reveal that this Deacon has truly entered the digital age 

(at last!)  and I can now join in with “Zoom” meetings on my smart 

phone!   Until a few weeks ago, I thought Zoom was a rocket shaped ice 

lolly …........... but thanks to The West Somerset Company of Archers, our 

essential committee meetings to plan post-lockdown outdoor archery, are 

now courtesy of Zoom technology and we don't even have to leave our 

studies. Perhaps this might be the new way to hold all of our formal 

meetings? 

I think you might recall my tale of Duane Eddy and my guitar last 

month? Well, I recorded a video of myself playing one of his hits of the 

1960's and posted it on Twitter with a birthday wish. To my great surprise 

and delight, I received a “like” both from Duane Eddy and Gretsch 

Guitars USA! The wonders of the Internet eh? 

Mum's always try to teach their children right and wrong and to 

share, and I love the tale of a Mum with two little boys 5yrs and 7yrs old, 

who was making pancakes for them. They argued as to who was going to 

have the first one from the pan. Mum said that Jesus would always let the 

other have the first, so, like a flash, the 7yrs old said “I know, -  you can 

be Jesus!“ to his little brother.   

 

I told my suitcases that there will be no holiday at all this year –  now I'm 

dealing with emotional baggage …........... 

Sadly, in the current crisis, the local origami paper business has 

folded …......... 

 

A manufacturer of food blenders has gone into liquidation, and Dynorod 

has gone down the drain. Even Interflora is pruning its business. 
 

I continue to pray that you are all staying well under these strange 

circumstances and that it will not be too long before we can all resume 

worshipping together in Church. But, in the meantime, don't lose the 

Faith and continue your quiet devotions at home or even out in the sun, 

praying the Rosary as you walk your permitted daily exercise. 

 

God Bless everybody, 

Rev Dcn David 
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West Somerset Pets:   Letter from Ginge 
 

Dear Finn and Everyone, 
 
Finn your people are behaving oddly – and so are 
mine! There is definitely something going on. Mine 

are here at home ALL the time and I have been having to home-
school them to try to teach them what they ought to be doing for 
me, to ensure my total comfort at all times and to respect me in a 
manner proper to my station. They are resistant to learning, 
though.  
The other day for instance – I bit the woman on her arm, and then I 
bit her again, harder, and then again even harder whilst scratching 
her with my claws. This I did in order to demonstrate to her my 
power and my might, so that she could appreciate what manner of 
creature I am. She ought, you would think, to have quailed before 
me as the possessor of such strength and abilities, but no! – she 
picked me up and ejected me from the room telling me that I am a 
vicious ungrateful cat. People mystify me - I’ve said it before; and 
they don’t get any easier to comprehend. 
 
They and I have been enjoying the sunny weather. We all sit 
together in the garden and I must admit it is nice having their 
company out there, and I am able to continue their education by 
showing them how resting is done by the real experts such as 
myself. They are responding quite well to these lessons and are 
now quite good at ‘idly doing nothing’ as they call it, for many hours 
at a time. 
Yet what thanks do I get? – none what so ever! 
They have said they are going to get me a ‘Cat Activity Centre’ to 
stop me being so ‘lazy and useless’. There will be a wheel which I 
will have to turn for hours and hours in order to generate electricity 
for them. There will be a puzzle maze in which they will hide my 
treats, to make me ‘put in some effort’ to get them – as if it wasn’t 
work enough, begging and entreating for hours even to get one 
little biscuit – and a silly scratching post all covered in rough rope, 
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even though they know perfectly well that I use the fence post in 
the garden, and an assault course with comfortable sleeping zones 
placed in sight but out of reach which have to be laboriously 
climbed up to. I cannot see the point of any of this, except to 
amuse their infantile sense of so-called humour. Their opinion is 
that I am ‘bored’. Nothing could be further from the truth as I am 
forced to spend my days in constant striving to satisfy my 
requirements. Scant help I get from the humans, who positively 
obstruct me most of the time. I need less to do, not more. 
 
Finn I was glad to hear about the new dog from Ilfracombe who 
has come to Old Cleeve. It is always nice to welcome another 
West Somerset Pet! I hope we can know more about him soon.  
All the best,    Ginge 
 
 
 

 

Choir Practice Dates 2020 
 

Tuesdays, 5pm in Sacred Heart Back room 
 

Choir practices are cancelled until further notice. 
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Change has been forced upon our local Christian church community and it has 
responded well. As everyone will know, normal service, group worship and 
activities are suspended, though hopefully, so long as social distancing is 
respected, a limited amount of small group work may soon be possible. I have 
to admit that streamed Mass by the bishop from Clifton is well intentioned and 
was a comfort for me a couple of times, but lost its appeal. Rev Bill Lemmey 
has been delayed in his departure and made good use of his enforced 
extension as a good shepherd to his flock by circulating daily texts to 
encourage meditation and prayer. Also, regular Zoom-based truncated 
services (Zoom apply a 40 minute limit on free use, which probably helps!). 
The annual dawn service at Stoke Pero could not take place, so he and Ann 
Gibbs, curate, recorded a service beforehand, which they shared by Zoom at 
5pm on the day. 
 
If any people from Porlock Vale or the surrounds wish to share in any of this, 
please contact Tony Pinnington (016 43 862002 or 
tony.pinnington@btopenworld.com), who, with Elizabeth, represents the 
Catholics in CTiP. They have a video of the Ascension Day service which they 
could forward via email. They add the following. 
 
Not to be denied our annual Ascension day treat, Elizabeth and I held our own 
‘service’ using the ‘Eternis’ app for the readings of the day and our own 
prayers at 6am as the sun ascended to throw a holy glow on the lovely little 
church at Stoke Pero. We were in the churchyard accompanied by the sights 
and sounds of the perfectly peaceful awakening of the valley, farms and 
moorland around us. Birds, cockerels, farm dogs, red deer, sheep – truly God 
left behind his glorious creation in abundance and we felt his presence all 

around.  
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ST STANISLAUS & SACRED HEART PARISHES 
 

Please remember the following in your 
prayers, they are the sick and housebound of 
the two parishes and those we are asked to 
pray for:  
Susan Gray, Laura Simpson, Mary L, Roy and 
Joy, Keren Speers, Simon, Jean Carpenter, Terry-
Anne (Freddie), Sue Appleton, Sue Young, Mary 

Carlin, Maggie Smith, Judy Hall, Tom Hall, Julian Burbury, Theresa 
O'Neill, Bernadette Smart, John Mees, John Alexever, Pamela 
Whitsey, Danny Mullen, Teresa Jackson, Walter Spence, Amy 
Edwards, Angela Kingdom, Gill Standidge, Sophy Thursby, Paula 
Bennett, Carol Taylor, Bridget Goodridge.  
 

Please remember all expectant mothers, armed forces personnel 
injured on duty, and members of the parishes who are 
housebound and/or ill and their families and carers. 
 

 

It had been a good week as I passed an age milestone and our eldest 
granddaughter produced a healthy boy, our first great-grandchild. Who could 
not make heartfelt thanksgiving? We had a similar experience going on the 
pebbles behind the Turkey Cottages at Porlock Weir for sunrise on Easter 
morning – resurrection and sunrise went meaningfully together, as we have 
for the past 56 years. We hope and pray our beloved but so tired and flawed 
Catholic Church can bring spiritual sustenance and stimulation back after the 
rest it has taken during Covid, with greater energy, a firm purpose of 
amendment, inclusivity of half its membership – women - and consider the 
sacramental needs of the whole congregation, including those divorced and 
re-married and fulfil Cardinal Basil Hume’s support for closer links with other 
Christians... May our youngsters then be encouraged to flock back safely 

and joyfully. Then would our prayers for more priests be answered.  
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Please also pray for the clergy of the Diocese especially those 
who may be sick. Remember Fr. Michael Derrick D'Mello, Fr. 
John Mauret, Mgr. Liam Slattery, Dcn David Wakefield 
 
 
 
 

 
 

News from the Exmoor Pony Centre, Ashwick, Dulverton 

TA22 9QE 

These are strange times we are living through and, like 

everywhere else, the Pony Centre is in lockdown. Most of our 

ponies have been put out to grass at the Centre or taken to 

other grazing sites in order to cut down on work, but all are 

still being checked daily in accordance with animal welfare 

requirements. A few ponies still need to be exercised however, 

either to control their weight or for other health reasons, and 

they are being ridden daily. Late foals, Andy and Banksy, are 

still having extra rations to bring them up to weight. 

 

We are entering what would normally be our busiest time of 

year for visitors and events, and this is when we make around 

80% of our trading income. Somehow we have to make up this 

deficit if we are going to survive so, like every other charity, 

we are appealing for help. We are making savings where we can. 

Our staff are furloughed and Linzi is caring for the ponies on 

her own, but we still have to pay the rent and, of course, there 

are feed bills and essential veterinary costs for the ponies. 

 

We are immensely grateful to those of our supporters who are 
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undertaking fundraising challenges for us through Just Giving 

and other methods, and to everyone who has sent us a donation 

in response to our appeal. Artist Jane Wills is raising money 

for us by raffling a limited edition print of her beautiful 

painting of Exmoor Ponies, and four-year-old Jakson is doing a 

2.6km trot on his hobby horse!  All these and more are on our 

facebook page.  

 

We are keen to stay in touch with supporters and followers 

through this difficult time and we have launched a kids club on 

our website with downloadable games and puzzles which can be 

accessed from the home page by following the link to Kids Club. 

 

Finally, we send all of you our good wishes and hope you are 

staying well.  

 

Website: www.exmoorponycentre.org.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheExmoorPonyCentre 

Instagram: #exmoorponycentre 

Email: info@exmoorponycentre.org.uk 

Tel: 01398 323093 
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MINEHEAD DIARY :  
 

Fr Michael will be putting updates on the parish website: 
www.westsomersetcatholics.org.uk, please keep on looking at 
the website. Also look on the Clifton Diocese website: 
www.cliftondiocese.com for information about live streamed 
Mass from the Cathedral on Sundays. 
 

28th October – 4th November 2020, Minehead Sacred Heart Parish 
Holy Land Pilgrimage. 

 

 

Contemplation Group 
 

We are sorry to inform that group activities are cancelled 
until further notice 

 
Please contact Janet Venn on 01278 741 355 for any 

queries. 
 

 

News from FoSH 
 
Regretfully FoSH have decided that in view of the Government’s 
advice they will not be organising social or fundraising events in the 
near future. 

http://www.cliftondiocese.com/
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Please help us by supporting our advertisers and tell them where you 

saw their advertisement. These are all local businesses, employing 

local people. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHIROPRACTOR     Catherine France BSc.              01643  705020 

 Effective treatment for pain, Irnham Lodge Chiropractic Clinic, 

Townsend Road, Minehead. Parking on site.      

W:  francechiropractic.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNERAL      HEDLEY PRICE : Independent Family Funeral Directors 

DIRECTORS  Chapel of Rest. 24 hour personal service 01643 703111  

 

 

 

 

 

GAS HEATING ENGINEER    
David IVES               01643 704824 or 07766168825 

     David is a professional heating engineer with over 35 years experience 

     For all your boiler servicing and repairs. 

     Fully Qualified including LPG 

     Landlords Gas Safety Checks and Certificates 

     Gas Safe Registered 
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CATHOLIC SINGLES is an organisation which aims to help practising 

Catholics meet other Catholics and support Catholic Parishes and 

Charities. This is done by providing a strictly confidential service, 

sending members a monthly bulletin advertising social events organised 

by Catholic Parishes and organisations free of charge. Details about 

joining are in the Church Porches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone wishing to place an advertisement on 
these pages 

please contact Mel Carroll 

tel:  01643 708522 

email:  wscpmagazine@gmail.com 


